2019-20 Team Members

Kindergarten Team

Joanne Celestints a new kindergarten teacher at the Learning Community. Joanne work
the Hooks School in Chelsea, Massachusetts providing support to English Language Lee
for two years. She also worked as a Kindergarten Instructional Aide at a Dual Languede .
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. For two years, Joanne taugtipdergarten in a Head Start i
Boston. Joanne also had the opportunity to teach Kindergarten abroad in a private schoo
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Teaching English to Other Speakers. She also has a B.S. in Early Childhood Education fi
Salem State University. Joanne was born and raisBas$ton, Massachusetts. Joanne believ
every child deserves an equal opportunity to quality education in a safe nurturing
environment. Joanne has three daughters. She enjoys Zumba, Kickboxing and spending
time with her husband and children

Janelle Conroyas been a Kindergartdaacherat the school since 2005. Janelle was
previously a preschool teacher in Pawtucket and Washington, Ialle holds Masters
degrees from American University and RI College in education. She alsodmsea id
Sociology and Russian from the College of the Holy Cross. Janelle is also certified as an
as a Second Language teachéanelle loves the curiosity, enthusiasm, and love of learning
that kindergarteners haveShe is proud to help childnecraft their first story and read their
first book. Janelle enjoys getting to know families and working with them over titaeelle
also enjoys reading to and exploring Rhode Island with her two young children.
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Kindergarten students learning English as a second language. Before joining The Learnit
Community in 2004, Barbara worked at the Hartford Park Community Center assisting fai
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Community College of RI. Barbara spends her free time with her three children and her
husband. Barbara has a wonderful singing voice and participates in local thkatric
productions.

Talisha FeliFelicianois a new Kindergarten Teaching Partner. She enjoys impacting and
making a difference with youth. Talishiso enjoys traveling and learning about cultures,
diversity, and traditions. She is currently a student in college wanting to major in Educatic
and English and minor in sociology. She is a former student at The Learning Community
Charter Schoolbeingthe first class to graduate from the school in 2012. She is grateful th:
the school has given her the inspiration and determination to become an international
teacher.

Laurie Sengoinedus in 2004 as a Kindergarten Teacher. Lauderamitted to every
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that when | grew up, | would make a difference. | became a teacher so that | could give e
student the tools to become a successful adult. Alldren can learn and succeed. | want to
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taught for four years in Providence and Pawtucket. She enjoys kickboxing, skating, read
and spending time with her familyshe received a degree in Early Childhood Education froi
the University of Rhode Island.



Abigayli Pedrozas the new Kindergarten teaching partner at The Learning Community. St
recently was a youth worker last year, working for Lunch/recess and Extended day 1st gr
lead teacher. Previously she went to Sanford Brown for Medical assistant. She worked in
medical field for about 4 years. She volunteers and helps out with her Community Religio
Education program, teaching a 2nd grade class. Her passion for working with children ca
through learning and interacting more with students and friends of her comtyuAbigayli
has lived in Central Falls most of her life, she is from Guatemala and is bilingual in Spani:
her spare time she enjoys spending most of her time with her 2 year old son and her fian
She loves to dance, travel, and spend time with faenily and friends

First Grade Team

Jim Chanonhouskas been &irst Grade teacher at The Learning Community since 2007. Ji
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teacher and lead teacher. Jim believes that a strong community leads to strong learning ¢
loves to help his first graders "take off" in their learning lives. Jim trains itiaharts year
round andis a trained singer and amateur guitarist and brings his love of music, movemer
and exercise to share in the classroom. Jim is extreprelyd to be the father of two
wonderful daughters.

Lynn Lotierzds a First Grade Teacher at The Learning Commuhigr. belief that all children
should have access to a quality education drives her work with students and families to
promote academic and personal growthynn is the lifelong learner she hopes hardgnts
will become. As a Teaching Studio consulting teacher Lynn enjoys the opportunity to worl
with educators from other Rhode Island schools. She joined the school in 2006 after earn
master's degree in teaching from Brown University and BA in hudeaelopment from
Cornell UniversityShe is also certified as an English as a Second Language tdagshelives
in Providence and she likes to read and travel

Alicia Shawis aFrst Grade teacher at The Learning Community. Aligeduated from the
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She has worked with children since 2007 and has held many roles, from working in teach
teams in childcare and schools to directing before aftdr school programs. She has worket
with children of all ages and enjoys the challenge of making learning exciting for everyonu
Alicia is passionate about music and often brings music and movement into the classroor
believes itis importanttonc2 Yyt @ oONAY 3 KSNJ AyiSNBada Ay
passions and interests as well. Alicia enjoys working with teachers and students and is h:
in watching her students grow and flourish.



Second Grade Team

RoxannPlamondon Romanowvfor Mrs. PRlpegan teaching at the Learning Community as a
in-house substitute teacher in 2010. She is currently intbeth year as a Second Grade
Teacher. Roxann also works as a consulting teacher with the Teaching Studio andrhas pi
experience in elementary schools in Cranston, Newport, and Providence. Roxann loves
teaching, learning from, and laughing with her students (also known as her "Sweet Peas"
When she is not teaching, Roxann enjggsng to the beachspending time with her family
and friends, and riding hdaike.

Meghan Recuperds a Second Grade Teacher at The Learning Community, and she previ
served as a Teaching Partner. Meghan has worked for six years as an afterschool advisi
teacher's assistant at the Paul Cuffee School in ProvideBlce.received her MAT in
elementary education from RI College and has a degree in English from the University of
Island. Meghanhas had student teaching experiences at public schools in West Warwick,
Providence, Coventry and North Providendgeghan lives in Warwick wither husband and
children.

Nika Salazais a Second Grade Teacher at the Learning Community. She received her Mz
2T INIla Ay ¢SIFOKAYy3I FTNRBY . NBgY | YADSNREAI
and Theater ArtsShe was previously the Director of Education at Providence &itfokr
Youth.Nika is a Mexican, Native American, and Rus3@avish educator, writer, activist, and
performing artist passionate about community buildisugd lifting up marginalized voices
through performanceHer work often focuses on the integrationtbe arts with Common
Core curricula to make learning more equitable and engaditey play The Red Paint won th
2016 Dorry Award for Best New Play in Rhode Island. She is committed to giving student
diverse backgrounds the tools they need to suetéeschool and the world beyond through
culturally responsive teaching, while also giving students space to feel empowered and tt
their voice matters through positive youth development. She is so excited to share her lo\
learning with your family!

Third Grade Team

Melanie Cotejoins The Learning Community as a 3rd Grade Teacher. She holds her Mast
Arts in Teaching degree from Rhode Island College and Bachelor of Science in Wildlife E
from the University of New Hampshire. While working in the education departmenigeiR
Williams Park Zoo, she discovered her passion for teaching children. She also works at a
summer camp where she combines her love of teaching and nature. Her vision for teachi
can be best summarized by the following equation: Grit = Passion + Penseselt is with
passion and perseverance in all aspects of life that we are able to overcome and succee
is her hope to instill those values in her students.

Marie Provenzangoins the Third Grade Team as a classroom teacher. She was previous
In-House Substitute at The Learning Community. Before joining our team Marie was a
substitute teacher in the Pawtucket Public Schools and a summer school teacher in the C
Falk public schools. Marie completed her MAT degree at Johnson and Wales University ¢
has a BS in equine science fr&tate University of New York at Morrisville. Marie lives in
Johnston



Julie Velods a new Third Grade Teacher at The Learning Community. She was born in th
Dominican Republic and grew up in Providence, RI. She graduated from The University ¢
Rhode Island with two Bachelor of Arts degrees; one in Elementary Education and anothi
Ps/chology with a concentration in Child Psychology. During her undergrad, she worked :
teacher assistant at the Dr. Pat Feinstien Child Development Center where she helped fa
growth mindset with children and worked as a CAAP 101 Mentor for thedgeoCrusade of
Rhode Island where she implemented a tebmlding curriculum and helped students refine
their leadership skills. When she is not teaching, Julie enjoys reading, going to the beach
spending time with friends and family.

Fourth Grade Team

Cassie Jendzejes a Fourth Grade teachat The Learning Communii@assie previously
served as The Teaching Studio Partnerships Coordinator and recently completed her MA
Roger Williams University. Before joining our team Cassie worked with English for Action
facilitating ESOL courses for women and at the Wolf Sa®ah irhouse substitute. She has
a varied background in community and economic development including work in educatic
Nepal and India as well as work with community agencies in Massachusetts, Georgia anc
Maine. Cassie has a degree in Internationatfts from Colby College and she lives in
Providence.

Leni Prystoveky is aFourth Grade Teacher at The Learning Commui8he previously taught
third grade at a Springfield, MA public school and taughitd€ience at public charter schools
in New York and Massachusetts. Leni studied History at Brown University and has aiomd/
Teachers College at Columbia Universiye lives in Providence. When she is not teaching,
Leni loves reading, gardening, cooking, and spending time with her dog.

Stephanie Meuseés a Fourth Grade Teacher at The Learning Commu8iphanie previously
taught first grade and English as a Second Language in public schools in Boston and Cal
Massachusetts. Stephanie received her MAT in Elementary Education and a BA in Englis
Northeastern University in Boston. She curretithgs in East Providence, and enjoys reading
writing and spending time outside with her husband, twin girls #o&ir (very) rambunctious

puppy.

Fifth Grade Team

Hayley Greenés from North Kingstown, Rhode Island and Bfth Grade teacher at The
Learning CommunitHayley earned heaster of Arts in Teaching from Brown
University,where she served as a program ambassador. Before earning her graduate degi
from Brown, shegraduated from the University of Rhode Island with degrees in both
elementary education and English with a minor in middle level education. While attending
Hayley was awarded the University Excellence Award for her work in the field of educatior
was a Teacher Education Scholar Award recipient. In her free time, Hayley enjoys knitting
reading historical fiction novels, and trying new vegetarian recipes!



Maggie Massés a Fifth Grade teacher at The Learning Community. She first discovered he
passion for education while serving here as an AmeriCorps Education Fellow in 2015. Mo:
recently she was a Guest Teacher at The Learning Community. Before rejoining the team
taught 6th Grade English in Nashville. Maggie earned her MAT in Elementary Education fi
Brown University and her BS in Journalism from Suffolk University. When she's not teachi
you can find Maggie reading, thrifting, or enjoying the outdoors withghg Nash

Kristen Munnsis a Fifth Grade Teacher at the Learning Community. Kristen graduated fron
American College of Education with WérE.din Curriculum and Instruction and earned the tit
of Distinguished Graduate. Kristen also graigal with her undergraduate degrees from
Bridgewater State University in which she double majored in Elementary Education and H
As a teacher, Kristen works each day to build meaningful relationships with her students a
hopes to foster a love of &#ning which will extend beyond the classroom. Kristen previousl
was a classroom teacher at the second grade and sixth grade level in Massachusetts. Kris
lives in Woonsocket, and in her free time, she can be found reading, traveling and spendir
time with her husband and dog!

Middle Grades Team

Gavin Adamss an 8th Grade English Language Arts Teacher at The Learning Community
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He wagaised in the Chelsea section of New York City and received both an undergradua
graduate degree from Long Island University in Secondary Education. Gavin enjoys his fr
reading, playing sports, completing obstacle courses, traveling and laugfitim family and
friends. As a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Incorporated, he also dedicates his ti
towards a number of community service projects.

Meagan Amylorcame to The Learning Community as an Anwep€ Education Fellow in 201Z
After her year okervice,she came on as a guest teacher before taking over the 8th grade

science role in December 201%Jeagan is a dedicateedducator and lifelong learne&he lives
in Providence and has a passion folunteer work and travel.

Emilie Audetteis a Special Education Teacher inthed’/NI RS 2y ¢ KS [ SI N
Middle Grades TeamEmilie was previously an-hiouse Substitute. Emilie graduated from
Providence College with a degree in Elementary and Special Education. She has served
long-term substitute in the Smithfield public schools and has had student teaching experie
in Barrington, Smithfield, Pawtucket and Cumberland. Emilie also has worked at a variety
summer camps and after school programs in Rl and MA. She is a Providence College Ba
fan and enjoys spending time with her friends and family by the water.



Lauren Balbuends a Special Education Teacher working witly@aders at The Learning
Community. Most recently Lauren worked at Trudeau Center for adults with disabilities. L
holds degrees in Elementary and Special Education from Keene State College. She spen
semester abroad in Spain anld@ earned a degrem SpanishLauren spent two years teachin
in the Dominican Republic where she became fluent in Spamdtwhere she met her
husband[ I dzNBY ¢2N]l & 6AGK OKAf RNBY 06SOIdzasS ¢
achieve as long as someone believethem. | love being the one to believe in all of my
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Alexa Del Piangs a new Middle School Art Teacher at The Learning Community. She has
Bachelors of Art in Studio Art and Peace Studies from Goubikrge in Baltimore, MD.
During her undergraduate studies, she was awarded a grant and organized an internatior
internship teaching art and English using sustainable products isprafit schools in postvar
Sri Lanka. She is passionate about art ashécle for transformation and social change. Prior
teaching, Alexa served a year of AmeriCorps teaching conflict resolution skills to Baltimor
youth. She worked as a certified mediator and case manager at a mediation center in Bal
City. Afer working for five years within the grassroots nprofit sector, she received a
Masters of Arts in Teaching from Loyola University, Maryland. Alexa is dedicated to teach
culturally responsive, restorative and studesgntered art lessons. In herek time, she enjoys
traveling, cooking, painting, practicing yoga, and walking her dog, Frida, who is named af
artist Frida Kahlo.

Dave Fallis enjoying his fifth year as thé"TGrade Math Teacher at The Learning Communit
Davestrives to cultivate strong relationships with his students, then challenge them with
rigorous contentHe holds an M.Ed. in elementary education from Lesley University and B
degrees in mathematics and American I&ation from Brown UniversityDaveloves the
beautiful game of soccerK S LI | €& O2YLISGAGABSt & IHE&s0O+
plays lead guitar in a local band, appropriately called Nerd Algtlives with his wifélyson
and theirtwo children inWarwick

Sari Guttinis a 7th Grade Science Teacher at The Learning Community. Before joining Th
Learning Community, she worked as a 2nd grade teacher and STEM/Design Lab coordin
a small private school in Providence. She holds a BA in International RefationSimmons
College and a Masters in Curriculum and Educational Technology from Framingham Stat
University. She loves teaching science, engineering, and computer coding because all thr
disciplines allow children to express their natural curiosity tipdo find real solutions and
answers to real problemsShe lives in Johnston with hety2arold daughter, husband, cat,
and chickens. In her free time, she enjoys working in her huge vegetable garden, hiking, t
playing guitar and pianglayingtennis and knitting.

Rebecca Janeshefskiga very excited to join as the new 8th Grade Math Teacher at The
Learning Community. Rebecca has been teaching math at the middle and high school lev
the past 5 years in Providence Public Schools. &wved her Bachelor of Science in
Mathematics Education at Millersville University of Pennsylvania where she was chosen f
Robert Noyce Scholarship. The scholarship focuses on preparing future teachers to work
urban and rural areas in STEM contargas. Rebecca was born and raised in Hershey, PA,
came to Rhode Island to be closer to the ocean (which she loves). Traveling is a huge pa
for Rebecca, she has currently been to 27 countries, and plans to reach 31 by the end of
Rebecca enjys baking, cooking, going to the beach, hiking, doing yoga, as well as playing
softball and dodgeball in social leagues.



Claudia Traulis thrilled to be joining the Learning Community as tHe&/8" Grade Social
Studies Teacher. She is coming directly from Sophia Academy where she taught 5th throi
8th grade Social Justice and Social Studies as they connect to current community, nation
global events. Prior to Sophia, she taught for fifteenrgest the university level with a focus
social/ political theatre, voice and movement, history and public speaking. Claudia has cre
and facilitated local and national panels on Perspectives in Feminism, Power and Gender
African Diaspora and th@wnership of Stories. She was the 2018 recipient of the Genocide
Educator Award. She has worked as Managing Director for Perishable Theatre and the Fi
Theatre and Dance Department at Providence College, and has always connected and
integrated arts in & of her teaching. She has an MAT in Education from Gordon/ Roger
Williams University and graduated from the Trinity Rep-4ar consortium. Love of her life:
her fourteenyearold daughter!

Dori Logiodicewill be joining the Learning Community as a 6th grade math teache
She has worked as a special education teacher as well as a general education te
in both Hawaii and Rhode Island. Dori received her undergraduate degree from
Providence College indBhentary and Special Education anthaster'sdegree in
Urban and Multicultural Special Education from Rhode Island College. Dori enjoy
playing (and coaching) volleyball, soccer, hiking, baking, reading, traveling, the b
and spending time with frieshs and family
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create a classrooranvironment that is centered on student interemtdinvolvement. lbelieve
that students learn best when working together to solve problems and encourage thdm to
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education and psychology. She has worked with elementary students at St. Mary Acaden
View and in Providence public schools. Domenique lives in North Smithfield.

Erinh Q b iS & hember of the Special Education Team at The Learning Community worki
with the 6" grade. Erin brings a wealth of experience in public scho@&imbridge, MAnd
New York Cityo her work. Erin has previously taught, ? and 39 grade as well as working i
special education classrooms. She has also been a consultant to teacher preparation pro
Erin has anaster'sdegree in Reading and Literacy fr@aston Collegand adegree in
elementary/special education frofrovidence Collegérin lives itMassachusetts, where she
enjoys spending time with her two dogs and her family

Claudia Sous# excited to join the team this year as ot grade social studies teacher. She
graduated in May of 2017 from the University of Rhode Island batthelor'sdegrees in
secondary education and history with a middle level endorsement. Claudia has student
teaching experience in two West Warwick Schools. She grew up in Fall River, Massachu
and has lived there for most of her life. She is a-fyesterationcitizen and the child of
Portuguese immigrants. She loves to travel, with her most recent excursion being a
backpacking trip through Europe. She loves the outdoors and takes great pride in being a
member of the Fall River Tree Stewards. Claudia lovesk, beite music, and learn.



Emily Spikell Sullivais a 8 Grade English Language Arts teacher at The Learning Commt
having spent several years on daurth-gradeteam. Emily also serves as a consulting teach
for our Teaching Studio work with other public schools. Emily first came to The Learning
Communityas a student teacher during her training at Brown's Elementary Education MAT
program. Emily also holds a BA in education and diversity studies from the College of Wil
and Mary, in Virginia, where she grew up. During the summers, Emily continueskawttor
Brown as a mentor for beginning teachers. Emily lives in Providence.

Amy SulloWarningteaches T Grade English Language Arts on our Middle Grades
Team.Previously Amy served as anHouse Substitute and was a member of our first groug
Americorps Education Fellows. Amy is a graduate of the University of Rhode Island with ¢
Bachelor of Arts in Sendary Education and English and has a Middle Level Endorsement.
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Award. Amy enjoys spending her free time reading and exploring the outdoors. She is-a n
talented educator with a passion for literature.

ContentSpecialistTeam

Katherine Reardoris a Physical Education teacher for Middle School grades. She has a Ba
of Science Degree in Physical and Health Education with@entration in Adaptive PE from
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program at Bridgewater State University and Physical Education Program at Emporia Stat
University. She grew up in Connectiemd is a devoted fan of The New York Giants Football
Team. She enjoys hiking, biking, kayaking, and coaching. When she is not working then sl
usually spending quality time with her 4 children and 2 rescued dogs, Rocky and Belle. Sh
excited to shardner knowledge and passion about wellness, fithess, and game education tc
help children grow socially and develop a healthy love of exercise

Joanne Fultons a Science Teacher at the Learning Community in Grades@anne holds a
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She has been teaching elementary science since 2010 and enjoys inspiring aekperattion
and science in her students. Joanne also hamster'sdegree in Business Administration and
has worked in the private sector in operations, training, staff development and curriculum
design. Joanne lives in Barrington with her husband, taigien, two dogs and a cat.

Michael Lewids the Music Teacher at The Learning Community. Before joining the school
2015, Michael taught instrumental and general music in the District of Columbia Public Scl
in Washington, D.C., where he helped designh music curricula and lead his depatttadras
also taught music in public schools in Billerica, Wayland and Lexington, Massachusetts an
private lessons in afterschool and community music programs. Michael holds a Master of |
Education from The Boston Conservatory and a BA in ProfesMaosal from the Berklee
College of Music with emphasis on contemporary and world percussion performance. Micl
enjoys sharing his passion for performance and music with students!



Dana Pomerantis very excited to be the new¥Art Teacher at Theearning Community.
Holding her BFA in glass sculpture and painting from Alfred University in New York, Dana
to experiment with all sorts of materials. Having completed a-ywear artist residency at
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public. Her passion for teaching children art has led her to The Learning Community. Dang
encourages open mindedness, imagination and collaboration among her students, and se
artist in each and every oref them. Dana also has a passion for puppetry and hopes to
incorporate that into her lessons. In her free time, Dana is always doing some type of art,
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Ella BodnaRodriguezhas been a6 Physical Education Teacher at The Learning Communi
since 2005. Ella was a national champion track athlete in her home country of Romania ar
Rhode Island State Champion. She has earned a B.S. in Physical Education in Rdraavii&e
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share her nutritional expertise with students and parents through cooking classes. She lov
travel with her husband and two kids.

TaylaLambertis the Kindergarten,sigrade, and % grade Science Teacher at The Learning
Community. She began teaching at The Learning Community as a Guest Teacher in 2017
worked as a part of the reading team in 262819.Taylais a Rhode Island College graduate &
has a B.A. in Elementary Educatidaylacompleted her student teaching experience in a 2nc
grade classroom located in Providence. She also has spent time as an ELA tutor during he
at Rhode Island College, where she worked with 3rd grade studEmytaspends her summers
as a Camgounselor Supervisor for the city of East Providence, where she plans and
implements fun and engaging activities for children agé® 6l'aylaenjoys traveling, spending
time with her dogs, and playing tennis with friendsylaloves being a part of Thearning
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Special Education Team

Brenna Campbeik a Speectanguage Pathologist joining the Learning Community this fal
She has a B.S. in Psychology from Eastern Nazarene College in Quincy, MA and an M.S
SpeecH_anguage Pathology from the University of Central Missouri. Brenna is from the K
City area but moved back to New England this summer with her fiancé to be near family.
are enjoying being near the water again! In her spare time Brenna &ngading and crafting,
including crochet, embroidery, and paper flower making.

Cathy Derouinisthe Director ofSpecial Education. Cathy, who has been a special educatic
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degree in Special Education/Elementary Education, a Masters in Counseling and Educati
Psychology and is certified as a special education administrator. Cathy enjoys spending t
with her husband and son traveling, especially to the White Mountains in New Hampshire



Catarina Massés on the Special Education TeainThe Learning Communitghe has recently
been serving as a substitute in the Pawtucket School Distritaaran aide at a local dagire
center. Catarina has a BA in elementary education from RI College and speaks Portugue
Spanish.She loves going to the beach and spending time with family and friends.

Lesly Porrasis a Special Education teacher at the Learning Community. She grew
Providence, Rl and graduated from Providence College with a duo Elementary/ ¢
Education degree. Lesly speaks fluent Spanish. She has worked extensively with famil
children under the age of three, providing services at their home. Her ultimate goal
encourage students to be the best they can be when pursuing their dreams.

Tara Slacks a paritime Occupational Therapist at The Learning Community on our Specie
Education Team. Tara brings experience working with children at United Cerebral Palsy ¢
Rhode Island and at The Meeting Street Center in Providence. She has a B.S. indetupa
Therapy from Quinnipiac University in Connecticut. Tara lives in Cumberland with her hu
and three sons, and she loves to support them at their various sporting events.

Christina Tavarozis a Fifth Grade Special Education teacher at The Learning Community
recently receivech MAT from Roger Williams University through the Teacher Residency
Program at the Gordon School. Christina also holds a degree in English from RI College.
at Gordon she was a resident teacher ihahd 3" grades, and she also completed a student
teaching experiences at the Paul Cuffhool and the International Charter School. Christil
has two children, lives in Providenaed has a love of literature, poetry and the outdoors.

Reading & Math Specialist Team

Angela Kemps a new Reading Specialist at The Lear@mgymunity Angela has most recentl
served as a Reading Specialist &melructional Coach atpublic-schoolin. She has also
worked as a Special Education teacher at elementary schools in Colorado and New York
Angela has engaged in extensive training and professional development and holds an M
Special Education and Literdegm SUNY at Albany and a BAHealth Science from SUNY
Brockport. Angela became Nationally Board Certified in Literacy: Relbalinygiage Arts Early
Middle Childhood in 2013. Angela lives in Pawtucket with her husband and dog, Ivy.

Kim Leds aMath and Writinginterventionistat The Learning Community. She has
previouslytaught preschool and been a classroom teachegrades K5 in Rhode Island and
California, as well as in Japan. Kim has a BA and teaching certification from California St
University, Northidge. She keeps busy with her triplets that were born in November of 201
but when she and her husband get a chance, they love to explore new places and root fo
Red Sox.



Kiersten Pruchas aReading and Englistanguage Development Teach8he most recently
worked with young children and their families in the early intervention program at Childrer
Friend but has also worked as an ESL teacher in Providence, New York, an8Hdtalas an
M.S. in Teaching ar@urriculum for TESOL and Spanish from the University of Rochester .
her B.A. in International Relations and Spanish from the University of Dela®aginally
from Salt Lake City, Utah, she grew up near the mountains and loves to hike, bike, and
snowstoe. She enjoys spending time with her husband and new baby son and taking
advantage of the beautiful Rhode Island beaches.

Casey Woodaris a Readingnd English Language Leariieacher at The Learning
Communityand johed our team in 2008Casey previously served as a substitute teacher in
Johnstm and Pawtucket public schooBhe also taught at a private tutoring center supporti
individud students in math and readin@asey received a BA in Elementary Educatian fRb
College. She lives Warwickwith her family.

Amy Danahyis a Reading Specialist, joining The Learning Community in the fall of 2019. ¢
recently worked in Mansfield, MA as an Early Intervention Reading Specialist and is pass
about helpingstudents develop their independence and love of reading through differentia
and strategybased instruction. She also has eight years of experience teaching First Gra
Literacy in Sharon and Foxborough. Amy received her MS in Reading from Btaddg&tate
College and her BS in Education from Westfield State College. Amy lives in Massachuse
her husband, three children, and dog, Fenway. In her spare time, she enjoys training for
GNRA I GKf2yas NBFRAYy3 T2N Khoingeenty! Of dzo = |

Kassidy Williamss a Reading Teacher at The Learning Community. Kassidy graduated frc
New York University in 2018 with BS in English Education. At NYU, she also studied
global/urban education and American Sign Language. She traveled abroad to London, Ei
and Accra, Bana where she was able to learn about

education systems outside of the US. In 2019, Kassidy served as an AmeriCorps Educati
Fellow at The Learning Community, where she led small reading and math groups, suppt
recess and lunch, and worked wimglish Language Learners. Kassidy is always eager to
new things and loves learning Spanish from her students at LCCS! Outside of work, Kass
loves ballroom dancing, reading Shakespeare plays, and working backstage in theatrical
productions!

Socal Emotional Support Team

Kelly Barafis a School Social Workand has been working with our students and families fo
several years as a clinician through the North American Family Institute. She was previol
assistant principal and social worker in the Denver public schools and also worked as a
caseworker for thddenver Department of Haan Services. Kelly has an MSatial
Administration from Case Western Reserve University and tild$inical social workchool
administrator and school social work licensiéslly is also the parent éwo Learning
Community tudents. She loves to cook, ride her bike, and welcomes opportunities to prac
Spanish.



Michelle Grimaldiis the Director of Social & Emotional Learning at The Learning Commur
Michelle has dedicated her career to designing and managing schagpigns tailored to
meet the social, emotional, and behavioral learning needs of all children. Prior to coming
The Learning Community, Michelle served as the principal ef2tKerapeutic day school.
Michelle holds a B.A. in English from Roger Willidimiversity, a M.A. in Forensic Psycholog
from the Chicago School of Professional Psychaagyis in the process of completing an
Ed.D. in Elementary & Secondary Educational Leadership through Johnson & Whales
University. In her free timéylichelle enjoys spending time in her gardens with her chicken:
making jewelry, and hiking the 40860t mountains of New Hampshire with her dogs (20
climbed so far!)

Jomarie Rodrigueis a behavioral specialist at the Learning Community. She has been wc
as a behavior specialist for the 5 years in school based and residential settings. Jomarie
raised in Central Falls and is bilingual. She is currently working towards hes@#ainvork at
RIC. She has a passion for working with children and the community. She also loves her
nature, sports ananusic.

Maria EguiaBruscoworks parttime as our School Psychologist. She completed her
undergraduate degree at Georgetown University and her Doctorate in Child Clinical
Psychology at Pennsylvania State Universitghét.earning Community Maria supports the
mental health needs athildren and families and consults with parents and team
members.Maria also has a private practice where she works with children, adolescents a
families. In her free time, Maria enjoys reading, traveling, and spending timehetithusband
and two sons

Jenifer Henriques aNurse Assistant at the Learning Commuriipcoming soon.

Cheryl Lucianpa founding team member, is a Behavior Specialist providing support
throughout the school, but focusing on the middle grades. She is a certified paraprofessit
and was previously a Kindergarten Teaching Partner and a Literacy Assistant. Cheryl is
bilingual/bicultural and has deep connections to the community. She worked for a decadk
program manager at a local community center. Her background as a certified case mana
and interpreter for Family Service of RI in their early intervention, wellrsssCritical
Incident Support (CIS) programs helps her support students and families. Cheryl enjoys
dancing, cooking, laughing and spending time with her family.



Lenny Martinegs a Behavior Specialist at The Learning Community and was prewaously
KindergartenTeaching Partnegind a Literacy gsistant Lenny joined the schoot 2004 In his
free time, Lenny enjoys participatingéommunity events and functionkenny says,

a D NEgdupin Central Falls gave me a strong sense of diversity. It gave me a good four
for the love of diverse ethnicities and also a curiosity and drive to learn more about differ
Odzt G dzNB a o¢

Naomi Zapatds rejoining our community as part of the social emotional team, as a one tc
aid. She was previously at the Learning Community as a youth worker for a few years. D
her sabbatical she took the time to attend to her growing family and venturetbdffe
sunshine state of Orlando Florida. Now back in Rhode Island she is excited to reconnect
the community and help shape young minds in her new role. On her off time she loves ta
spend time with her family, planning event, choreograph dances, aimjicreative as well as
active.

Javanne Morrobelvorked as d.:1Aide at the learning community for the past year and a half. He is
now the new lead behavior specialist for the middle grades, but also provides support throughout t
school. Javanne obtained his Associates degree from the Community College of Rimaolde B0H.7.
Before becoming a member of the Social Emotional Team at the Learning Community, Javanne wi
as a behavior specialist at the Groden Network and AccesspointRI. There he assisted the populati
had individual needs and behavior deficiisiring his free time, Javanne enjoys playing softball,
basketbdl traveling with his wife and friends and bboying (breakdancing). Javanne loves to take pz
many breaki®@ 6 6 NS {1 Ry OAy 30 O02YLISGAGAZ2YE yLFOaA2YyI
different cultures. His experiences have allowed him to teach Br@&akimany dance studios for over 8
ESIENBE® LYy wHnamcXI Wk JFyyS w2aygdrtcerfoK3NBA seddns. ayanri
was Borrin the Bronx New York but has Lived in Rhode Island for most of his life.

Alexis Kutenploris starting this year as a one on one. She has been at LC for a year now
previously as a youth workeShe grew up and was raised in Rhode Island. She attended
and CCRI and studied communications with a minor in psych. She is volunteering for the
d200SN) (i2dzNYV I YSYyG adzyRAFfAG2d {KS | faz
organization. In her spare time Lexi loves to spend time with her nephews, as well as bei
active outdoors with friends. She is currently planning her wedding! Sheite@or the
20192020 school year in her new role!

Porfirio BaeZStarted at the LCC last year as a Behavior Specialist 1:1 aide. With many ye
experienceHe enjoys inspiring and enabling kids,a hiphop dance choreographer and
former supervisor for the boys and girls clubRafvtucket He is a vergood artist who loves
football, track andtraveling

Classroom Support Team



SteveClementsis aGuest Bacherat TheLearning CommunityStevepreviously served as a
Special Education Assistant and worked with our middle grades students teaching
technology. Steven taught in the upper grades at the San Miguel School and also coordir
IKS a0K22f Qa YSkyeadtR¥ISRLIS2 ANBY ®F NB SRdz0
University in Minnesota where he completed his student teaching i grdde classroonte
has also volunteered as a tutor, ELL assistant andlarated math teacher. Stevean Eagle
Scout and hdikes to play tennis.

Adriana DelLucé#s a Guest Teacher at The Learning CommuiShe joined the school last
yearand spent most of her time covering tfiest-gradeclassroomsAs a recent graduate,
Adriana holds an M.Ed. in Curriculum and Instruction and a B.S in Elementary Educatisn
currently working on obtaining her initial teaching license in Massachusetts and her ultim
goal is to have her own classroom. In addition to teaching, Adriana's loves consist of beit
outside in nature, spending time with loved ones, baking desarnd,designing her dream
apartment.

Adam Limogess a Guest Teacher at The Learning Community. Adam was previously a
member of our Education Fellow program, serving for two years with our English Langua
Development and Extended Day tearAslam grew up in Smithfield, Rl and studied criminal
justiceat Johnson & Wales Universigdam enjoys hanging out with friends and playing
hockey.

Jess Artiglierés an artist and educator living in Providence, Rhode Island. She studied stt
art at Providence College, graduating with a BA in 2017. In addition to her studio practice
is also an active member of her arts community. During the 4¢hool yeg she served as
an AmeriCorps artist in residence at Roger Williams Middle School, utilizing arts literacy
design thinking projeebased learning to increase students' habits of engagement. She als
teaches courses on art and activism at ProvidentgA@s for Youth and Artists' Exchange.
Last year, she served as an Education Fellow and is looking forward to returning to work
students and their families at The Learning Community.

Ana Rodriguezs from Central Falls, Rhode Island. She is an alum from the Learning
Community and is now currently attending Rhode Island College. She is majoring in
Elementary/Special Education. She is excited to start working for AmeriCorps Program a
Ol y Qi participaie atiiTBe Learning Community Charter School.



Haley DelGrecgrew up in Connecticut and moved to Rhode Island for college. She gradt
FNRY w23ISNJ2AffAlFYa | yAOSNBEAGE SAGK | o
year she sered as an Americorps Education Fellow at both the Learning Community and
Martin Luther King Junior Elementary School in Providence. She is excited to join The Le
Community team this year as a Guest Teacher!

Moira Crocker GuestTeachemhio coming soon.

Courtney Cookas thrilled to be joining the Learning Community team as a Guest Teachet
has a Masters in Fine Arts, studying Physical and Devised Theatre from University of the
Arts/Pig Iron School. Courtney has been teaching theatre for over 10 years, from Post
Beccalaureate classes to Preschool Programs, in conjunction with her own work as an ar
Her own work in theatre focuses on strong characters, spoldical conditions and intricate
storytelling, all which she incorporates into her classes. She cuyriatthing theatre around
the state of Rhode Island during after school programs. She is excited to expand her tea
knowledge through working as a Guest Teacher, as well as guide the students to find the
creative voices. In her free time, she walles hdopted dog Leroy Long Legs, finds time to
spend with her nieces and enjoys a well written story.

Kate Gaperis a Guest Teacher at The Learning Community. She is excited to be back af
wonderful year as an Education Fellow at The Learning Community, where she led readi
groups tutoring students in language and literacy, and served on the lunch and reoess te
Kate is from Providence, RI, and she went to Boston University, where she studied bioloy
philosophy. In her free time, Kate loves reading, gardening, and being outside.

AmeriCorps Education Fellows

Our Education Fellows Program, supported by AmeriCorps, gives memberdepthn
experience in the life of an urban public school and invests in them as emerging educato
Education Fellows play a variety of roles at The Learning Community that helipsi® the
achievement gap. Education Fellows make a targeted impact on cohorts of students and
dreams for their future. Fellows serve an 11 month term from August through Jime&iew
their bios please visihttps://thelearningcommunity.com/site/americorpgeam-members/



https://thelearningcommunity.com/site/americorps-team-members/

AmeriCorps VISTA

The Learning Community will host 5 AmeriCorps* VISTA members during the 20194 O k
year. Each VISTA will build capacity through systems & curriculum
SYKFEYyOSYSyds AYLIESYSydAay3a o06Sad LINI OGAO0S.
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strengthening partnerships with community art organizations and our partner schools. Ot
VISTA members play different capadityilding roles in our school community and see a lot
the behindthe-scenes work of making a school successful.

Instructional Coach Team

Gianna Cassett&s a coach at The Learning Community. She is thauttoor of three
Heinemann booksClassroom Management Matters: The Social and Emotional Learning
Approach That Children Deserve, No More Takingy Recess and Other Problematic
Discipline PracticeandThe Caring Teacher: Strategies for Working Through Your Own
Difficulties with StudentsGianna also authoreldteracy Centers: A Standards Based Appros
for Grades 3 and Beyorahd is featured imccompanying instructional videos on effective
literacy practices, including§tep into Guided Readinfpr the New Zealand based Learning
Media.She began her teaching career in 1992 in District 2 in New York City, where she
developed expertise in workspdnstruction and in balanced literacy. Her passion for
education led her to cdound and lead public, charter conversion, and charter schools in
Harlem, New York, and in Denver, Colorado. Gianna has been a teacher, coach, school |
and district leveleader. She currently works as a consultant and coach for multiple school
districts and state offices and is working toward coaching certification in Emotional
Intelligence Gianna lives in MA with her husband and two sons, and her ever growing
nonhumanfamily of dogs, cats, horses and chickens

Josh Johnstois the Director of the Middle Grades, and he was one of the founding memt
of the middle grades team as an ELAteaci2. & K S NI SR K AriEleméntari S
Education from Brown University's MAT program, and he also has a degree in history fro
Denison University. Josh loves reading, especially anything that has a picture of a dragot
and/or a spaceship on the covelris favorite book iManiac Mageeby Jerry Spinelli, becaus
hisfourth-gradeteacher read it aloud to hinte lives in NortiProvidence with his wife, Abby,
his chaosmachine/toddler, Bronwyn, and an increasingly large nundfgrlants.

Mary Lebitzis the K5 Instructional and Curriculum Coach at The Learning Community. Be
joining the LC team, Mary was an elementary school teacher for twiargyyears, working in
private, public, and public charter schools. She has spent the last seven yaardeasdemic
Director at a charter school in Harlem, New York, where she was a founding faculty mem
GKS 2NHIYyAT IGA2y Q& 3IANYRdzZ GS aoOKz22f 2F S|
certification through Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, Xetk and her M.S. in Elementary
Education at State University of New York, College of New Paltz. She spends much time
GKAY1AYy3 |02dzi OKAf RNByQa 2N} f fIy3dz 3S
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not more, than a great answer, and enjoys learning from children as much as teaching th
She loves to travel, and plans return trips to destinations based on the people she has m
there.



Amy Keeleyis an Instructional Coach who brings over 16 years of teaching experience in
grades K8 with her to the Learning Community Team. She began her career in Connectic
teaching first grade and continued to teach elementary school in MassachuSagshad first
joined the Learning Community in 2010 as a Fifth Grade teacher. After two years she
transitioned to the Reading Team working as a Reading Specialist. She left Learning
Community in 2015 to become an instructional coach at Paul Cuffee Middtlieol and then
continued her career as an Instructional Coach for Providence Public Schools. Amy is ex
rejoin the team at Learning Community as an Elementary Instructional Coach. She holds
Master in Teaching from Sacred Heart University asagedl CAGS with a focus in Reading
from American International College. Amy also has her Reading Specialist/Literacy Cons
Certification. She enjoys reading, running and spending time with her husband and her tv
beautiful children.

AvaVanechis aninstructional Coach for Matim grades 58 and Director of Teaching and
Learninghaving previously been d"8Srade Math Teacher and a member of our Academic
Support TeamPrior to joining The Learning Community, Aaaght in Milton,Dorchesger and
Lawrence, Massachusetts, as well as schools in California. She worked as a mentor in P
as a preschool teacher in Chile. Ava received an MAT from Tufts University and also holc
degree in Sociology from Wesleyan University. Ava loves tadsiime exploring the outdoors
with her family and crazy dog.

Finance Team

Kathy Armyjoined The Learning Community in 2008 as a Finance Assistant supporting the
a0K22fQa 2LISNriAz2zyad YIGKe KFa g2N] SR Ay
including atBrown Universitya day care center, and at her church. Kathy is the moth#regé
childrenand three grandchildrenShe enjoys gardening, reading, taking walkd camping

Tory Soutierds the Director of Finance at The Learning Commur@tye brings over a decade ¢
experience in finance, fundraising and nprofit operations from Generations Incorporated, a
Boston early literacy initiative, Fortunato Consulting, a fundraising congwtioup, and the Girl
Scouts of VermontTory is a proud Americorps State and VISTA alum, having served in the
Boston Public Schools and Boys and Girls Clubs for 2 years after college. She has a BS in
Psychology from Fordham University. When not at wiwdk can be found herding her flock of
pets and learning to play the guitar. She lives in Boston.

Wendy Interiano- Laredois the AmeriCorps Program Coordinator at The Learning Commun
supporting our Education Fellows and VISTAs. Wendy is also part of the Finance Departm
Finance Assistant and part of the Extended Day Progsaan Extended Day Office Manager.
She ha over 20 years of experience in financial and managerial administration specializing
personal and business taxation. When not at work, Wendy loves to garden, reading, hiking
her two sons, and walking on the beach



Development, Communications & Data Team

Derek Collamatbrings his enthusiasm and energy to The Learning Community as the Direc
Development.For more than fifteen years, Derek has supported the philanthrapétstrategic
growth of a number of institutions, including parochial schools in Rl anda# centers and
youth development organizationsle has served asdirector of advancement and consultant,
choosing to work with organizations impacting positive change for our most teglesented
communities Derek is a graduate of Stonehill College & an avid New England Patriots, Jee
Wrangler and classic rock fade enjoys tennis, golf, biking, jet skiing and time with his family

Jeremy Gilleis the Drector of Data & Information $stems and was previously the director of
development and the director of foundation relations at the schdetemy worked at a
communications and strategy consulting firm in Providence that served clients in education
healthcare and public policylereny wasalso the Director of the Providence HELP Lead Safe
Center,a policy analyst for The Providence Riamd a freelance writer and editor. He graduate
from Brown University with 8.A.in public policy. Jeremy enjoys cooking, obsessing about tt
Red 8x, and spending time with his wife and children in and around Providence.

Sarah Kerris our Associate Director of Development. She spent nearly a decade in Los Ang
where she established her career in fundraising at TreePeople, LA's oldest environmental
nonprofit. Sarah is thrilled to be back home in Rhode Island. She graduated frbm RIS
lllustration program, where she honed various mediums and engaged in a community arts
practice. She went on to work with several local nonprofits planning fundraising events and
music festivals. As a passionate and active member of her communitytrstes $o have a
positive impact locally and globally. In her free time, Sarah enjoys getting outdoors, cookin
new recipes, and exploring the world through her son's eyes.

Extended Dayfeam

Rosy Debritas the AfterSchool Director at The Learning Community. She is a Rhode Islanc
native whose family came from the Islands of Cape Verde. She recently worked with child
and their families in the Head Start program at Children's Friend. Rosy holds a degheman
Development and Family Studies from the University of Rhode Island. Rosy enjoys workin
OKAf RNBY YR FIYAfASE FTNBY RAODGSNES | NBI a
with her daughter Zoey and traveling. "The beauty of trald lies in the diversity of its people'
- Unknown



Maribel Moralesis the AfterSchool Program Coordinator at The Learning Community. She
joined our community last year as a youth worker for our Extended Day and Middle Grades
lunch team. Maribel graduated from Rhode Island College with a B.A. in English. She is
passionag¢ about helping her community and the children that are part of her life. She has li
in Central Falls most of her life since she came from Guatemala, she is fluent in Spanish. C
her free time she enjoys cooking, listening to music, dancing anddspgetime with her
daughter and husband.

The Extended Day Team includes many community providers and a cor#hiiaincludes Betsy Araujo, Helder Cabral,

Alisia DeWolf, Tiffany DosReis, lvan Espinal, Stacy Goncalves,Wendy Interiano, Jhenny Lizardo, Jess Miguel, Oluwatobi
Olagundoye, Leonardo Ribeiro

Facilities Team

Miguel Calderoth & LJ NI 2F GKS YIFIAYyGdSylyOS GSI Yo
He enjoys being at the learning community. He takes pride in his work and is committed ta
keeping the school clean and vibrant. He enjoys spending time with his grandoivdiey,
Yolanny and Kloe.

Ed Reigs the Maintenance Assistant at The Learning Community. Ed joined our team with
35 years of experience in various departments at a manufacturer of furniture upholstery.
born in the Azores and came to Rhode Island when he was 12. He lieeslidish, play tennis
and visit historical sites. Ed lives in Cumberland.

Administrative Team

Nicole BathaloAMcAreejoins the team as the AmeriCorps Program Director. She is comir
The Learning Community with 8 years of experience being and working with AmeriCorps
members, with both City Year New Hampshire and City Year Providence. At City Year, N
was responsila for managing achool partnershignd many AmeriCorps members,
supporting their learning and development and their tutoring and mentoring work with the
students. Prior to City Year Nicole served an AmeriCorps term with the AmeriCorps Vict
Assistance Program in Durham, New Hampshpireyiding college students, faculty and staff
resources and support around the issue of domestic violence and sexual assault. Nicole
her BA in Human Service from Lyndon State College.




Julie Berglunds an Administrative Assistant at The Learning Community. Julie has over 10 years of
experience working in neprofits as a victim advocate, as well as in administrative roles. In her most
recent position, she was the Program Manager of Victim Servites fd K S ¢ NI dzY | = [ 2.
Services Department at Family Service of Rl. She provided administrative support to the Senior Vi
President and its clinical staff, overseeing the victim service programs and grants and was the Proj:
Coordinator for he RI State Victim Assistance Academy, a nationally accredited training held annua
providers in the field of victim services, coordinated in collaboration with Roger Williams University,
School of Justice Studies. She was also the Victim AdvocatefRl Parole Board, assisting victims of
crime through the parole process. Previously, Julie was a victim advocate at a local domestic violer
agency providing crisis support, safety planning as well as managing théndzepter.

MariaDuquez  yF G0A@S 2F [/ 2ft2Y0ALX A& ¢KS [ S|
Maria served as the Executive Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of the Cent
Falls Public School§he also spent over six years as the assistant to the &x@®&irector of
Progreso Latino in Central Falls.

Mindy Farrowis an Administrative Manager at The Learning Community, providing suppo
the school's C®irectors Mindy has most recently worked in Operations and Marketing in
software services industry. She also brings experience working with children as a nanny i
teacher assistant at child care centers in Massachusétiady holds a degree in business
administration from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and is a certified infant/
toddler teacherMindy lives in Massachusettgith her husband and two children. Skajoys
cooking, exercising, and spending time with family and friends.

Carol Ferrigs an Administrative Manager at The Learning Commupityiding support to the
Director ofTeaching and Learninlgringing her enthusiasm and years of experience in syste
development and administratiorCarol has worked in a number of administrative roles
including human resources, office management, payroll, operations and customer service
fields including health car@automotive and manufacturingn her free time she loves to spen
time with family, running,working in her yarénd doing just about anything outdodrs

Sarah Friedmatis a CeDirector of The Learning Communitgarah was the director of the
Mental Health and Wellness Initiative at Hope and Feinstein High Schools in Providence,
sydematizing a model of student support with Family Service of RI. As the Associate Dire
of Teaching for Tomorrow, Sarah began a successful model of family engagement in six
Providence elementary schools. She holds a degree in American Civilizatidaréram
University. In her free time, Sarah enjoys painting, running and reading. She also travele
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education and that all parents have the righttobeaat@®2 ¥ G KSANJ OKAf RQa



Luisa Jeetaiis an Administrative Assistant at The Learning Community helping to keep the
busymain office running smoothlj.uisa previously provided administrative support at seve
professional staffing agencies aa$o served as a mamagat a manufacturing compankuisa
has extensive experience in office operations and interacting with employeedoksg clients
and the publicLuisa is &earning Communitgarent, and she is fluent in Spanish.

Alin Bennettis the new Director of School Culture and Engagemafih Bennett is an educator, school
leader, and learner who is a staunch advocate for national school transformation and creating an
equitable education system. Alin began his journey in etlonay supporting the curriculum work at the
SkertonCommunity School in Lancaster, United Kingddmvas during this time that Alin was first
exposed to an opemalled, socially embedded learning environment. After returning home to Rhode
Island, Alirbegan his work with The Met School and Big Picture Learning. Through his work with the
two organizations, Alin has been able to continuously grow practices that reflect and grow alearnel
centered environmentAlin currently collaborates with severalganizations that push the traditional
paradigm of education including; the Center for Leadership and Educational Equity, Education
Reimagined, and the Rhode Island Coalition for Educators of Gdloris extremely excited to begin his
work with The Learing Community by exploring and growing the intersection between school culture
and engagement in learning.

Melissa Lannis an administrative Assistant at The Learning Community. Melissa has worl
providing administrative support for over 15 years in the faated finance and health care
industries. Melissa held an Emergency Medical Technician license and now usesdtical
skills to rescue and rehabilitate animals in her off time. Melissa enjoys reading, spending
with her husband and animals, and watching soccer. Melissa's goal in life is to spread kin
and compassion and to always be there for someongeigd of a helping hand

Elizabeth Mercharis an Administrative Assistant at The Learning Community helpémain
office run smoothlyElizabeth has worked for over 10 years providing administrative suppc
to a busy insurance agency in Providence and directly serving clighésis a student at the
Community College of Rl and a graduat¢hefProvidence public schooM/hen not at wok or
at school Elizabeth enjoys salsa dancing, spending time withyfacaidking and helping
others.Elizabeth is fluent in Spanish.

aS3a h Qf Cebirdidor of The Learning Communibjeg was director of the Olneyville
CommunitySchools Initiative and has extensive experience working with schools and
communitybased organizations. Meg directed Teaching for Tomorrow, an innovative
professional development programith the Providence public schools amdisdirector of the
SCORE initiative in Central FallShe believes that children from every economic and culture
background deserve an excellent education and that professional development schools ¢
one way to achieve high quality. Meg holds a degree in Elementary kmuéam the
University of Rhode Island



Lindsay Correigs aHigh School Coordinat@and joined our team in 2004. She was born in
Guatemalabut has lived in the U.S. for most of her life. She speaks Spanish fluently and i
of the fewbilingual speecti I y3dzc 3S LI GK2f23Aada Ay (GKS
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As a consultant, she has worked at Rhode Island Hospital, the Autism Projectriand va
public schools in the Washington, DC area. In her spare time, she enjoys traveling, going
beach, and spending time with her family and friends

Ana Soaress the Director of Operations at The Learning Community. Ana is excited to re:
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that she spent 12 years engaging the youth and families of the commursigvaral
capacities. Prior to her work in Central Falls, she managed after school enrichment prog
in Providence. She is an AmeriCorps Alumni, serving two years with the city of Pawtuck
Providence. Ana studied Human Development and Family Stadithe University of Rhode
Island and when she does have a moment to spare, she enjoys time with her friends/fam
and her dachshund Thai. She loves hunting for vintage/antiques of all kinds and selling h
finds at the Providence Flea.

Guillermo lopezis the IT/Systems Administrator at The Learning Community. Guilléaso
over 10 years of experience in the IT services indusByillermo grew up in the West End of
Providence and still continues to live therde is an active supporter of the local arts
organizations and social justice programs that ammi to transfem the city of Providence.
Guillermo is a hobbyist photografhiNJ ¢ K2 OFy GF{1S I YSIy &s
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