
 

 

        2019-20 Team Members  
                   

 

Kindergarten Team 
 

 
 
 

 

 Joanne Celestino is a new kindergarten teacher at the Learning Community.  Joanne worked at 
the Hooks School in Chelsea, Massachusetts providing support to English Language Learners 
for two years. She also worked as a Kindergarten Instructional Aide at a Dual Language School 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. For two years, Joanne taught pre-Kindergarten in a Head Start in 
Boston. Joanne also had the opportunity to teach Kindergarten abroad in a private school 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά5ƻƳƛƴƎƻ Cŀǳǎǘƛƴƻ {ŀǊƳƛŜƴǘƻέ ƛƴ !ǊƎŜƴǘƛƴŀ ŦƻǊ с ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ WƻŀƴƴŜ is fluent in English and 
{ǇŀƴƛǎƘΦ {ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ŀƭŜƳ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 
Teaching English to Other Speakers. She also has a B.S. in Early Childhood Education from 
Salem State University. Joanne was born and raised in Boston, Massachusetts. Joanne believes 
every child deserves an equal opportunity to quality education in a safe nurturing 
environment. Joanne has three daughters. She enjoys Zumba, Kickboxing and spending quality 
time with her husband and children. 

   

 

 

  
Janelle Conroy has been a Kindergarten teacher at the school since 2005.  Janelle was 
previously a preschool teacher in Pawtucket and Washington, D.C.  Janelle holds Masters 
degrees from American University and RI College in education. She also has a degree in 
Sociology and Russian from the College of the Holy Cross. Janelle is also certified as an English 
as a Second Language teacher.  Janelle loves the curiosity, enthusiasm, and love of learning 
that kindergarteners have.  She is proud to help children craft their first story and read their 
first book. Janelle enjoys getting to know families and working with them over time.  Janelle 
also enjoys reading to and exploring Rhode Island with her two young children. 

   

 

 Barbara de Jesus is a ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ tŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ aǊǎΦ /ƻƴǊƻȅΩǎ in Kindergarten and supports 
Kindergarten students learning English as a second language. Before joining The Learning 
Community in 2004, Barbara worked at the Hartford Park Community Center assisting families 
and childrŜƴ ŦƻǊ т ȅŜŀǊǎΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Community College of RI. Barbara spends her free time with her three children and her 
husband. Barbara has a wonderful singing voice and participates in local theatrical 
productions. 
 

   

 

 Talisha Felix-Feliciano is a new Kindergarten Teaching Partner. She enjoys impacting and 
making a difference with youth. Talisha also enjoys traveling and learning about cultures, 
diversity, and traditions. She is currently a student in college wanting to major in Education 
and English and minor in sociology. She is a former student at The Learning Community 
Charter School - being the first class to graduate from the school in 2012. She is grateful that 
the school has given her the inspiration and determination to become an international 
teacher. 

   

 

 Laurie Sena joined us in 2004 as a Kindergarten Teacher.  Laurie is committed to every 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΦ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά!ǎ ŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ŦŜŜƭ ƛƴŦŜǊƛƻǊΦ L ǾƻǿŜŘ 
that when I grew up, I would make a difference. I became a teacher so that I could give each 
student the tools to become a successful adult. All children can learn and succeed. I want to 
ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎƘƛƴŜΗέ [ŀǳǊƛŜ 
taught for four years in Providence and Pawtucket.  She enjoys kickboxing, skating, reading 
and spending time with her family. She received a degree in Early Childhood Education from 
the University of Rhode Island. 

 



 

 

   

   

 
 
 

 Abigayli Pedroza is the new Kindergarten teaching partner at The Learning Community. She 
recently was a youth worker last year, working for Lunch/recess and Extended day 1st grade 
lead teacher. Previously she went to Sanford Brown for Medical assistant. She worked in the 
medical field for about 4 years. She volunteers and helps out with her Community Religious 
Education program, teaching a 2nd grade class. Her passion for working with children came 
through learning and interacting more with students and friends of her community. Abigayli 
has lived in Central Falls most of her life, she is from Guatemala and is bilingual in Spanish. In 
her spare time she enjoys spending most of her time with her 2 year old son and her fiancé. 
She loves to dance, travel, and spend time with her family and friends. 

   

 

First Grade Team 
   

 

 Jim Chanonhouse has been a First Grade teacher at The Learning Community since 2007. Jim 
ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ .ƻǎǘƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ began his 
career in ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŎŀƳǇǎ ƛƴ .ƻǎǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ 
teacher and lead teacher. Jim believes that a strong community leads to strong learning and 
loves to help his first graders "take off" in their learning lives. Jim trains in martial arts year-
round and is a trained singer and amateur guitarist and brings his love of music, movement 
and exercise to share in the classroom. Jim is extremely proud to be the father of two 
wonderful daughters. 

   

 

 Lynn Lotierzo is a First Grade Teacher at The Learning Community.   Her belief that all children 
should have access to a quality education drives her work with students and families to 
promote academic and personal growth.  Lynn is the lifelong learner she hopes her students 
will become.  As a Teaching Studio consulting teacher Lynn enjoys the opportunity to work 
with educators from other Rhode Island schools. She joined the school in 2006 after earning a 
master's degree in teaching from Brown University and BA in human development from 
Cornell University.  She is also certified as an English as a Second Language teacher.  Lynn lives 
in Providence and she likes to read and travel. 

   

 
 

 Alicia Shaw is a First Grade teacher at The Learning Community. Alicia graduated from the 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ нлмпΦ 

She has worked with children since 2007 and has held many roles, from working in teaching 

teams in childcare and schools to directing before and after school programs. She has worked 

with children of all ages and enjoys the challenge of making learning exciting for everyone. 

Alicia is passionate about music and often brings music and movement into the classroom. She 

believes it is important to not ƻƴƭȅ ōǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

passions and interests as well. Alicia enjoys working with teachers and students and is happiest 

in watching her students grow and flourish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Second Grade Team 
   

 

 Roxann Plamondon Romanow (or Mrs. PR) began teaching at the Learning Community as an 
in-house substitute teacher in 2010. She is currently in her tenth year as a Second Grade 
Teacher. Roxann also works as a consulting teacher with the Teaching Studio and has prior 
experience in elementary schools in Cranston, Newport, and Providence. Roxann loves 
teaching, learning from, and laughing with her students (also known as her "Sweet Peas").  
When she is not teaching, Roxann enjoys going to the beach, spending time with her family 
and friends, and riding her bike.  

   

 
 

 Meghan Recupero is a Second Grade Teacher at The Learning Community, and she previously 
served as a Teaching Partner.  Meghan has worked for six years as an afterschool advisor and 
teacher's assistant at the Paul Cuffee School in Providence.  She received her MAT in 
elementary education from RI College and has a degree in English from the University of Rhode 
Island.  Meghan has had student teaching experiences at public schools in West Warwick, 
Providence, Coventry and North Providence.  Meghan lives in Warwick with her husband and 
children. 

   

 

 

  
Nika Salazar is a Second Grade Teacher at the Learning Community. She received her Master 
ƻŦ !Ǌǘǎ ƛƴ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ .Ǌƻǿƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ нлмтΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ .Φ!ΦΩǎ ƛƴ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ 
and Theater Arts. She was previously the Director of Education at Providence CityArts for 
Youth. Nika is a Mexican, Native American, and Russian-Jewish educator, writer, activist, and 
performing artist passionate about community building and lifting up marginalized voices 
through performance. Her work often focuses on the integration of the arts with Common 
Core curricula to make learning more equitable and engaging.  Her play The Red Paint won the 
2016 Dorry Award for Best New Play in Rhode Island. She is committed to giving students from 
diverse backgrounds the tools they need to succeed in school and the world beyond through 
culturally responsive teaching, while also giving students space to feel empowered and that 
their voice matters through positive youth development. She is so excited to share her love of 
learning with your family! 

 
 

Third Grade Team 
 

 

 Melanie Cote joins The Learning Community as a 3rd Grade Teacher. She holds her Master of 
Arts in Teaching degree from Rhode Island College and Bachelor of Science in Wildlife Ecology 
from the University of New Hampshire. While working in the education department at Roger 
Williams Park Zoo, she discovered her passion for teaching children. She also works at a 
summer camp where she combines her love of teaching and nature. Her vision for teaching 
can be best summarized by the following equation: Grit = Passion + Perseverance. It is with 
passion and perseverance in all aspects of life that we are able to overcome and succeed and it 
is her hope to instill those values in her students. 

   

 

 Marie Provenzano joins the Third Grade Team as a classroom teacher.  She was previously an 
In-House Substitute at The Learning Community. Before joining our team Marie was a 
substitute teacher in the Pawtucket Public Schools and a summer school teacher in the Central 
Falls public schools. Marie completed her MAT degree at Johnson and Wales University and 
has a BS in equine science from State University of New York at Morrisville.  Marie lives in 
Johnston. 



 

 

   

 

  
Julie Veloz is a new Third Grade Teacher at The Learning Community. She was born in the 
Dominican Republic and grew up in Providence, RI. She graduated from The University of 
Rhode Island with two Bachelor of Arts degrees; one in Elementary Education and another in 
Psychology with a concentration in Child Psychology. During her undergrad, she worked as a 
teacher assistant at the Dr. Pat Feinstien Child Development Center where she helped foster a 
growth mindset with children and worked as a CAAP 101 Mentor for the College Crusade of 
Rhode Island where she implemented a team-building curriculum and helped students refine 
their leadership skills. When she is not teaching, Julie enjoys reading, going to the beach and 
spending time with friends and family. 

 

Fourth Grade Team 
 
 

 

 Cassie Jendzejec is a Fourth Grade teacher at The Learning Community. Cassie previously 
served as The Teaching Studio Partnerships Coordinator and recently completed her MAT at 
Roger Williams University. Before joining our team Cassie worked with English for Action 
facilitating ESOL courses for women and at the Wolf School as an in-house substitute. She has 
a varied background in community and economic development including work in education in 
Nepal and India as well as work with community agencies in Massachusetts, Georgia and 
Maine. Cassie has a degree in International Studies from Colby College and she lives in 
Providence. 

   

 

 Leni Prystowsky is a Fourth Grade Teacher at The Learning Community.  She previously taught 
third grade at a Springfield, MA public school and taught K-4 science at public charter schools 
in New York and Massachusetts. Leni studied History at Brown University and has an MAT from 
Teachers College at Columbia University. She lives in Providence. When she is not teaching, 
Leni loves reading, gardening, cooking, and spending time with her dog.  

 

 Stephanie Meuse is a Fourth Grade Teacher at The Learning Community. Stephanie previously 
taught first grade and English as a Second Language in public schools in Boston and Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. Stephanie received her MAT in Elementary Education and a BA in English from 
Northeastern University in Boston. She currently lives in East Providence, and enjoys reading, 
writing and spending time outside with her husband, twin girls and their (very) rambunctious 
puppy.  
 

   
   

 
 

Fifth Grade Team 
   

 

 Hayley Greene is from North Kingstown, Rhode Island and is a Fifth Grade teacher at The 
Learning Community. Hayley earned her Master of Arts in Teaching from Brown 
University, where she served as a program ambassador. Before earning her graduate degree 
from Brown, she graduated from the University of Rhode Island with degrees in both 
elementary education and English with a minor in middle level education. While attending URI, 
Hayley was awarded the University Excellence Award for her work in the field of education and 
was a Teacher Education Scholar Award recipient. In her free time, Hayley enjoys knitting, 
reading historical fiction novels, and trying new vegetarian recipes! 



 

 

   

 

 Maggie Masse is a Fifth Grade teacher at The Learning Community. She first discovered her 
passion for education while serving here as an AmeriCorps Education Fellow in 2015. Most 
recently she was a Guest Teacher at The Learning Community. Before rejoining the team, she 
taught 6th Grade English in Nashville. Maggie earned her MAT in Elementary Education from 
Brown University and her BS in Journalism from Suffolk University. When she's not teaching, 
you can find Maggie reading, thrifting, or enjoying the outdoors with her pup Nash. 

   

 

 

  
Kristen Munns is a Fifth Grade Teacher at the Learning Community. Kristen graduated from the 
American College of Education with her M.E.d in Curriculum and Instruction and earned the title 
of Distinguished Graduate. Kristen also graduated with her undergraduate degrees from 
Bridgewater State University in which she double majored in Elementary Education and History. 
As a teacher, Kristen works each day to build meaningful relationships with her students and 
hopes to foster a love of learning which will extend beyond the classroom. Kristen previously 
was a classroom teacher at the second grade and sixth grade level in Massachusetts. Kristen 
lives in Woonsocket, and in her free time, she can be found reading, traveling and spending 
time with her husband and dog!  
 

 
 

Middle Grades Team 
   

 

 Gavin Adams is an 8th Grade English Language Arts Teacher at The Learning Community. For 
ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΣ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
He was raised in the Chelsea section of New York City and received both an undergraduate and 
graduate degree from Long Island University in Secondary Education. Gavin enjoys his free time 
reading, playing sports, completing obstacle courses, traveling and laughing with family and 
friends. As a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Incorporated, he also dedicates his time 
towards a number of community service projects. 
 

   

 

 

  

Meagan Amylon came to The Learning Community as an AmeriCorps Education Fellow in 2012. 
After her year of service, she came on as a guest teacher before taking over the 8th grade 
science role in December 2015.   Meagan is a dedicated educator and lifelong learner. She lives 
in Providence and has a passion for volunteer work and travel.  

 
 

   

 

 Emilie Audette is a Special Education Teacher in the 7th DǊŀŘŜ ƻƴ ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
Middle Grades Team.  Emilie was previously an In-House Substitute. Emilie graduated from 
Providence College with a degree in Elementary and Special Education. She has served as a 
long-term substitute in the Smithfield public schools and has had student teaching experiences 
in Barrington, Smithfield, Pawtucket and Cumberland. Emilie also has worked at a variety of 
summer camps and after school programs in RI and MA. She is a Providence College Basketball 
fan and enjoys spending time with her friends and family by the water.  



 

 

   

 

 Lauren Balbuena is a Special Education Teacher working with 8th graders at The Learning 
Community. Most recently Lauren worked at Trudeau Center for adults with disabilities. Lauren 
holds degrees in Elementary and Special Education from Keene State College. She spent a 
semester abroad in Spain and also earned a degree in Spanish. Lauren spent two years teaching 
in the Dominican Republic where she became fluent in Spanish and where she met her 
husband. [ŀǳǊŜƴ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ 
achieve as long as someone believes in them. I love being the one to believe in all of my 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿΦέ 

 

 Alexa Del Piano is a new Middle School Art Teacher at The Learning Community.  She has a 
Bachelors of Art in Studio Art and Peace Studies from Goucher College in Baltimore, MD. 
During her undergraduate studies, she was awarded a grant and organized an international 
internship teaching art and English using sustainable products in non-profit schools in post-war 
Sri Lanka. She is passionate about art as a vehicle for transformation and social change. Prior to 
teaching, Alexa served a year of AmeriCorps teaching conflict resolution skills to Baltimore City 
youth. She worked as a certified mediator and case manager at a mediation center in Baltimore 
City. After working for five years within the grassroots non-profit sector, she received a 
Masters of Arts in Teaching from Loyola University, Maryland. Alexa is dedicated to teaching a 
culturally responsive, restorative and student-centered art lessons. In her free time, she enjoys 
traveling, cooking, painting, practicing yoga, and walking her dog, Frida, who is named after the 
artist Frida Kahlo. 

   

 

 Dave Falk is enjoying his fifth year as the 7th Grade Math Teacher at The Learning Community. 
Dave strives to cultivate strong relationships with his students, then challenge them with 
rigorous content. He holds an M.Ed. in elementary education from Lesley University and B.A. 
degrees in mathematics and American Civilization from Brown University.  Dave loves the 
beautiful game of soccer -- ƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜŀƳΦ  He also 
plays lead guitar in a local band, appropriately called Nerd Alert.  He lives with his wife Alyson 
and their two children in Warwick.   

 
 

  

 

 Sari Guttin is a 7th Grade Science Teacher at The Learning Community. Before joining The 
Learning Community, she worked as a 2nd grade teacher and STEM/Design Lab coordinator at 
a small private school in Providence. She holds a BA in International Relations from Simmons 
College and a Masters in Curriculum and Educational Technology from Framingham State 
University. She loves teaching science, engineering, and computer coding because all three 
disciplines allow children to express their natural curiosity and try to find real solutions and 
answers to real problems.  She lives in Johnston with her 2-year-old daughter, husband, cat, 
and chickens. In her free time, she enjoys working in her huge vegetable garden, hiking, biking, 
playing guitar and piano, playing tennis and knitting. 

 

 Rebecca Janeshefskie is a very excited to join as the new 8th Grade Math Teacher at The 
Learning Community. Rebecca has been teaching math at the middle and high school level for 
the past 5 years in Providence Public Schools. She received her Bachelor of Science in 
Mathematics Education at Millersville University of Pennsylvania where she was chosen for the 
Robert Noyce Scholarship. The scholarship focuses on preparing future teachers to work in 
urban and rural areas in STEM content areas. Rebecca was born and raised in Hershey, PA, she 
came to Rhode Island to be closer to the ocean (which she loves). Traveling is a huge passion 
for Rebecca, she has currently been to 27 countries, and plans to reach 31 by the end of 2019. 
Rebecca enjoys baking, cooking, going to the beach, hiking, doing yoga, as well as playing 
softball and dodgeball in social leagues. 

   



 

 

 

 Claudia Traub is thrilled to be joining the Learning Community as the 7th & 8th Grade Social 
Studies Teacher. She is coming directly from Sophia Academy where she taught 5th through 
8th grade Social Justice and Social Studies as they connect to current community, national and 
global events. Prior to Sophia, she taught for fifteen years at the university level with a focus on 
social/ political theatre, voice and movement, history and public speaking. Claudia has created 
and facilitated local and national panels on Perspectives in Feminism, Power and Gender, Pan 
African Diaspora and the Ownership of Stories. She was the 2018 recipient of the Genocide 
Educator Award. She has worked as Managing Director for Perishable Theatre and the Film, 
Theatre and Dance Department at Providence College, and has always connected and 
integrated arts in all of her teaching. She has an MAT in Education from Gordon/ Roger 
Williams University and graduated from the Trinity Rep two-year consortium. Love of her life: 
her fourteen-year-old daughter! 

   

 

 Dori Logiodice will be joining the Learning Community as a 6th grade math teacher.  
She has worked as a special education teacher as well as a general education teacher 
in both Hawaii and Rhode Island.  Dori received her undergraduate degree from 
Providence College in Elementary and Special Education and a master's degree in 
Urban and Multicultural Special Education from Rhode Island College.  Dori enjoys 
playing (and coaching) volleyball, soccer, hiking, baking, reading, traveling, the beach, 
and spending time with friends and family. 

   

 

 Domenique Rossi ƛǎ ŀ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άǘƘŀǘ L ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ 
create a classroom environment that is centered on student interest and involvement. I believe 
that students learn best when working together to solve problems and encourage them to do 
ǎƻΦέ 5ƻƳŜƴƛǉǳŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ wL ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 
education and psychology. She has worked with elementary students at St. Mary Academy Bay 
View and in Providence public schools. Domenique lives in North Smithfield.  

 
 

   

 

 Erin hΩbŜƛƭ is a member of the Special Education Team at The Learning Community working 
with the 6th grade. Erin brings a wealth of experience in public schools in Cambridge, MA and 
New York City to her work. Erin has previously taught 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade as well as working in 
special education classrooms. She has also been a consultant to teacher preparation programs. 
Erin has a master's degree in Reading and Literacy from Boston College and a degree in 
elementary/special education from Providence College. Erin lives in Massachusetts, where she 
enjoys spending time with her two dogs and her family.   

   

 

 Claudia Sousa is excited to join the team this year as our 6th grade social studies teacher. She 
graduated in May of 2017 from the University of Rhode Island with bachelor's degrees in 
secondary education and history with a middle level endorsement. Claudia has student 
teaching experience in two West Warwick Schools.  She grew up in Fall River, Massachusetts 
and has lived there for most of her life. She is a first-generation citizen and the child of 
Portuguese immigrants. She loves to travel, with her most recent excursion being a 
backpacking trip through Europe. She loves the outdoors and takes great pride in being a 
member of the Fall River Tree Stewards. Claudia loves to bake, write music, and learn. 



 

 

 

 

 Emily Spikell Sullivan is a 6th Grade English Language Arts teacher at The Learning Community 
having spent several years on our fourth-grade team. Emily also serves as a consulting teacher 
for our Teaching Studio work with other public schools. Emily first came to The Learning 
Community as a student teacher during her training at Brown's Elementary Education MAT 
program. Emily also holds a BA in education and diversity studies from the College of William 
and Mary, in Virginia, where she grew up. During the summers, Emily continues to work with 
Brown as a mentor for beginning teachers. Emily lives in Providence.  

   

 

 Amy Sullo Warning teaches 7th Grade English Language Arts on our Middle Grades 
Team. Previously Amy served as an In-House Substitute and was a member of our first group of 
Americorps Education Fellows. Amy is a graduate of the University of Rhode Island with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Secondary Education and English and has a Middle Level Endorsement. As a 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ !Ƴȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ hǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ 
Award. Amy enjoys spending her free time reading and exploring the outdoors. She is a multi-
talented educator with a passion for literature. 

 

Content Specialist Team 
 

 
 

 Katherine Reardon is a Physical Education teacher for Middle School grades. She has a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Physical and Health Education with a concentration in Adaptive PE from 
ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ Lƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƘŜǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
program at Bridgewater State University and Physical Education Program at Emporia State 
University. She grew up in Connecticut and is a devoted fan of The New York Giants Football 
Team. She enjoys hiking, biking, kayaking, and coaching. When she is not working then she is 
usually spending quality time with her 4 children and 2 rescued dogs, Rocky and Belle. She is 
excited to share her knowledge and passion about wellness, fitness, and game education to 
help children grow socially and develop a healthy love of exercise. 

   

 
 

 Joanne Fulton is a Science Teacher at the Learning Community in Grades 2 -4. Joanne holds a 
aŀǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ !Ǌǘǎ ƛƴ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ wƻƎŜǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪΦ 
She has been teaching elementary science since 2010 and enjoys inspiring a love of exploration 
and science in her students. Joanne also has a master's degree in Business Administration and 
has worked in the private sector in operations, training, staff development and curriculum 
design. Joanne lives in Barrington with her husband, two children, two dogs and a cat. 

   

 

 Michael Lewis is the Music Teacher at The Learning Community. Before joining the school in 
2015, Michael taught instrumental and general music in the District of Columbia Public Schools 
in Washington, D.C., where he helped design music curricula and lead his department. He has 
also taught music in public schools in Billerica, Wayland and Lexington, Massachusetts and 
private lessons in afterschool and community music programs. Michael holds a Master of Music 
Education from The Boston Conservatory and a BA in Professional Music from the Berklee 
College of Music with emphasis on contemporary and world percussion performance. Michael 
enjoys sharing his passion for performance and music with students! 

   



 

 

 

 Dana Pomerantz is very excited to be the new K-5 Art Teacher at The Learning Community. 
Holding her BFA in glass sculpture and painting from Alfred University in New York, Dana loves 
to experiment with all sorts of materials. Having completed a two-year artist residency at 
²ƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ /ǊŀŦǘΩǎ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ǎǘǳŘƛƻΣ 5ŀƴŀ Ƙas created and taught many art courses for the 
public. Her passion for teaching children art has led her to The Learning Community. Dana 
encourages open mindedness, imagination and collaboration among her students, and sees an 
artist in each and every one of them. Dana also has a passion for puppetry and hopes to 
incorporate that into her lessons. In her free time, Dana is always doing some type of art, 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƭŀǎǎΣ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǳǇǇŜǘǎΣ ƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜΗ 

   

 

 Ella Bodnar Rodriguez has been a k-5 Physical Education Teacher at The Learning Community 
since 2005. Ella was a national champion track athlete in her home country of Romania and a 
Rhode Island State Champion. She has earned a B.S. in Physical Education in Romania and a M.S. 
ƛƴ YƛƴŜǎƛƻƭƻƎȅ ŦǊƻƳ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ wLΦ 9ƭƭŀ ƛǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ 
share her nutritional expertise with students and parents through cooking classes. She loves to 
travel with her husband and two kids.  

 

   

 

 Tayla Lambert is the Kindergarten, 1st grade, and 5th grade Science Teacher at The Learning 
Community. She began teaching at The Learning Community as a Guest Teacher in 2017 and 
worked as a part of the reading team in 2018-2019. Tayla is a Rhode Island College graduate and 
has a B.A. in Elementary Education. Tayla completed her student teaching experience in a 2nd 
grade classroom located in Providence. She also has spent time as an ELA tutor during her time 
at Rhode Island College, where she worked with 3rd grade students. Tayla spends her summers 
as a Camp Counselor Supervisor for the city of East Providence, where she plans and 
implements fun and engaging activities for children ages 6-12. Tayla enjoys traveling, spending 
time with her dogs, and playing tennis with friends. Tayla loves being a part of The Learning 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΗ  

   
 
 

Special Education Team 
 

 

 Brenna Campbell is a Speech-Language Pathologist joining the Learning Community this fall. 
She has a B.S. in Psychology from Eastern Nazarene College in Quincy, MA and an M.S. in 
Speech-Language Pathology from the University of Central Missouri. Brenna is from the Kansas 
City area but moved back to New England this summer with her fiancé to be near family. They 
are enjoying being near the water again! In her spare time Brenna enjoys reading and crafting, 
including crochet, embroidery, and paper flower making. 

   

 

 Cathy Derouin is the Director of Special Education. Cathy, who has been a special education 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллмΣ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
lives of children who fiƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦέ Before coming to The Learning 
Community in 2ллп ǎƘŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ²ŀǊǿƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ /ŀǘƘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 
degree in Special Education/Elementary Education, a Masters in Counseling and Educational 
Psychology and is certified as a special education administrator. Cathy enjoys spending time 
with her husband and son traveling, especially to the White Mountains in New Hampshire.  

   



 

 

 

 Catarina Massa is on the Special Education Team at The Learning Community. She has recently 
been serving as a substitute in the Pawtucket School District and as an aide at a local day care 
center. Catarina has a BA in elementary education from RI College and speaks Portuguese and 
Spanish.  She loves going to the beach and spending time with family and friends. 

   

 

 Lesly Porras is a Special Education teacher at the Learning Community. She grew up in 
Providence, RI and graduated from Providence College with a duo Elementary/ Special 
Education degree. Lesly speaks fluent Spanish. She has worked extensively with families and 
children under the age of three, providing services at their home. Her ultimate goal is to 
encourage students to be the best they can be when pursuing their dreams.  
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

 

 Tara Slack is a part-time Occupational Therapist at The Learning Community on our Special 
Education Team. Tara brings experience working with children at United Cerebral Palsy of 
Rhode Island and at The Meeting Street Center in Providence. She has a B.S. in Occupational 
Therapy from Quinnipiac University in Connecticut. Tara lives in Cumberland with her husband 
and three sons, and she loves to support them at their various sporting events.  

 
   

 

 Christina Tavarozzi is a Fifth Grade Special Education teacher at The Learning Community. She 
recently received a MAT from Roger Williams University through the Teacher Residency 
Program at the Gordon School. Christina also holds a degree in English from RI College. While 
at Gordon she was a resident teacher in 4th and 5th grades, and she also completed a student 
teaching experiences at the Paul Cuffee School and the International Charter School. Christina 
has two children, lives in Providence and has a love of literature, poetry and the outdoors. 

 
 

Reading & Math Specialist Team 
   

 

 Angela Kemp is a new Reading Specialist at The Learning Community. Angela has most recently 
served as a Reading Specialist and Instructional Coach at a public-school in. She has also 
worked as a Special Education teacher at elementary schools in Colorado and New York. 
Angela has engaged in extensive training and professional development and holds an MS in 
Special Education and Literacy from SUNY at Albany and a BA in Health Science from SUNY 
Brockport. Angela became Nationally Board Certified in Literacy: Reading-Language Arts Early 
Middle Childhood in 2013. Angela lives in Pawtucket with her husband and dog, Ivy. 

   

 

 Kim Lee is a Math and Writing Interventionist at The Learning Community. She has 
previously taught pre-school and been a classroom teacher in grades K-5 in Rhode Island and 
California, as well as in Japan. Kim has a BA and teaching certification from California State 
University, Northridge.  She keeps busy with her triplets that were born in November of 2015, 
but when she and her husband get a chance, they love to explore new places and root for the 
Red Sox. 

  
   



 

 

 

 Kiersten Prucha is a Reading and English Language Development Teacher. She most recently 
worked with young children and their families in the early intervention program at Children's 
Friend but has also worked as an ESL teacher in Providence, New York, and Utah.  She has an 
M.S. in Teaching and Curriculum for TESOL and Spanish from the University of Rochester and 
her B.A. in International Relations and Spanish from the University of Delaware.  Originally 
from Salt Lake City, Utah, she grew up near the mountains and loves to hike, bike, and 
snowshoe. She enjoys spending time with her husband and new baby son and taking 
advantage of the beautiful Rhode Island beaches. 
 

   

 

 Casey Woodard is a Reading and English Language Learner Teacher at The Learning 
Community and joined our team in 2008. Casey previously served as a substitute teacher in 
Johnston and Pawtucket public schools. She also taught at a private tutoring center supporting 
individual students in math and reading. Casey received a BA in Elementary Education from RI 
College. She lives in Warwick with her family. 

 

 Amy Danahy is a Reading Specialist, joining The Learning Community in the fall of 2019. She 
recently worked in Mansfield, MA as an Early Intervention Reading Specialist and is passionate 
about helping students develop their independence and love of reading through differentiated 
and strategy- based instruction. She also has eight years of experience teaching First Grade and 
Literacy in Sharon and Foxborough. Amy received her MS in Reading from Bridgewater State 
College and her BS in Education from Westfield State College. Amy lives in Massachusetts with 
her husband, three children, and dog, Fenway. In her spare time, she enjoys training for 
ǘǊƛŀǘƘƭƻƴǎΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪ ŎƭǳōΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƪƛŘǎΩ sporting events! 
 

 

 

 Kassidy Williams is a Reading Teacher at The Learning Community. Kassidy graduated from 
New York University in 2018 with BS in English Education. At NYU, she also studied 
global/urban education and American Sign Language. She traveled abroad to London, England 
and Accra, Ghana where she was able to learn about  
education systems outside of the US. In 2019, Kassidy served as an AmeriCorps Education 
Fellow at The Learning Community, where she led small reading and math groups, supported 
recess and lunch, and worked with English Language Learners. Kassidy is always eager to learn 
new things and loves learning Spanish from her students at LCCS! Outside of work, Kassidy 
loves ballroom dancing, reading Shakespeare plays, and working backstage in theatrical 
productions! 

 

Social Emotional Support Team 
 

 

 Kelly Baraf is a School Social Worker and has been working with our students and families for 
several years as a clinician through the North American Family Institute. She was previously an 
assistant principal and social worker in the Denver public schools and also worked as a 
caseworker for the Denver Department of Human Services. Kelly has an MS in Social 
Administration from Case Western Reserve University and holds RI clinical social work, school 
administrator and school social work licenses. Kelly is also the parent of two Learning 
Community students. She loves to cook, ride her bike, and welcomes opportunities to practice 
Spanish.  



 

 

 

 Michelle Grimaldi is the Director of Social & Emotional Learning at The Learning Community. 

Michelle has dedicated her career to designing and managing school programs tailored to 

meet the social, emotional, and behavioral learning needs of all children. Prior to coming to 

The Learning Community, Michelle served as the principal of a K-12 therapeutic day school. 

Michelle holds a B.A. in English from Roger Williams University, a M.A. in Forensic Psychology 

from the Chicago School of Professional Psychology and is in the process of completing an 

Ed.D. in Elementary & Secondary Educational Leadership through Johnson & Whales 

University. In her free time, Michelle enjoys spending time in her gardens with her chickens, 

making jewelry, and hiking the 4000-foot mountains of New Hampshire with her dogs (20 

climbed so far!) 

 

 Jomarie Rodriguez is a behavioral specialist at the Learning Community. She has been working 
as a behavior specialist for the 5 years in school based and residential settings.  Jomarie was 
raised in Central Falls and is bilingual. She is currently working towards her BA in social work at 
RIC. She has a passion for working with children and the community. She also loves her family, 
nature, sports and music. 

   

   

 

 Maria Eguia-Brusco works part-time as our School Psychologist. She completed her 
undergraduate degree at Georgetown University and her Doctorate in Child Clinical 
Psychology at Pennsylvania State University. At the Learning Community Maria supports the 
mental health needs of children and families and consults with parents and team 
members. Maria also has a private practice where she works with children, adolescents and 
families. In her free time, Maria enjoys reading, traveling, and spending time with her husband 
and two sons.  
 
 
 

   

 

 Jenifer Henriquez is a Nurse Assistant at the Learning Community. Bio coming soon.  

   

 

 Cheryl Luciano, a founding team member, is a Behavior Specialist providing support 
throughout the school, but focusing on the middle grades. She is a certified paraprofessional 
and was previously a Kindergarten Teaching Partner and a Literacy Assistant. Cheryl is  
bilingual/bicultural and has deep connections to the community. She worked for a decade as a 
program manager at a local community center. Her background as a certified case manager 
and interpreter for Family Service of RI in their early intervention, wellness, and Critical 
Incident Support (CIS) programs helps her support students and families. Cheryl enjoys 
dancing, cooking, laughing and spending time with her family. 

   



 

 

 

 Lenny Martínez is a Behavior Specialist at The Learning Community and was previously a 
Kindergarten Teaching Partner and a Literacy Assistant. Lenny joined the school in 2004. In his 
free time, Lenny enjoys participating in community events and functions. Lenny says, 
άDǊƻǿƛng up in Central Falls gave me a strong sense of diversity.  It gave me a good foundation 
for the love of diverse ethnicities and also a curiosity and drive to learn more about different 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΦέ 

   

 

 Naomi Zapata is rejoining our community as part of the social emotional team, as a one to one 
aid. She was previously at the Learning Community as a youth worker for a few years. During 
her sabbatical she took the time to attend to her growing family and ventured off to the 
sunshine state of Orlando Florida. Now back in Rhode Island she is excited to reconnect with 
the community and help shape young minds in her new role. On her off time she loves to 
spend time with her family, planning event, choreograph dances, and being creative as well as 
active. 

 

 

 Javanne Morrobel worked as a 1:1 Aide at the learning community for the past year and a half. He is 
now the new lead behavior specialist for the middle grades, but also provides support throughout the 
school. Javanne obtained his Associates degree from the Community College of Rhode Island in 2017. 
Before becoming a member of the Social Emotional Team at the Learning Community, Javanne worked 
as a behavior specialist at the Groden Network and AccesspointRI. There he assisted the population that 
had individual needs and behavior deficits. During his free time, Javanne enjoys playing softball, 
basketball, traveling with his wife and friends and bboying (breakdancing). Javanne loves to take part of 
many breakinΩ όōǊŜŀƪŘŀƴŎƛƴƎύ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ 
different cultures. His experiences have allowed him to teach BreakinΩ in many dance studios for over 8 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦ Lƴ нлмсΣ WŀǾŀƴƴŜ WƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά.ƻǎǘƻƴ /ŜƭǘƛŎǎ DǊŜŜƴ ¢ŜŀƳ as a dancer for 3 NBA seasons. Javanne 
was Born in the Bronx New York but has Lived in Rhode Island for most of his life.   
 

 

 Alexis Kutenplon is starting this year as a one on one. She has been at LC for a year now, 
previously as a youth worker.  She grew up and was raised in Rhode Island. She attended URI 
and CCRI and studied communications with a minor in psych. She is volunteering for the CF 
ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ aǳƴŘƛŀƭƛǘƻΦ {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇǎ Ǌǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŦƛǘ 
organization. In her spare time Lexi loves to spend time with her nephews, as well as being 
active outdoors with friends. She is currently planning her wedding! She is excited for the 
2019-2020 school year in her new role!  

 

  Porfirio Baez Started at the LCC last year as a Behavior Specialist 1:1 aide. With many years of 
experience. He enjoys inspiring and enabling kids, as a hip-hop dance choreographer and 
former supervisor for the boys and girls club of Pawtucket. He is a very good artist who loves 
football, track and traveling. 

   

Classroom Support Team 
   
   



 

 

 
 

 Steve Clements is a Guest Teacher at The Learning Community. Steve previously served as a 
Special Education Assistant and worked with our middle grades students teaching 
technology.  Steven taught in the upper grades at the San Miguel School and also coordinated 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ Steve ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘƘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ 
University in Minnesota where he completed his student teaching in a 4th grade classroom. He 
has also volunteered as a tutor, ELL assistant and accelerated math teacher. Steve is an Eagle 
Scout and he likes to play tennis. 

 

 

  
Adriana DeLuca is a Guest Teacher at The Learning Community.  She joined the school last 
year and spent most of her time covering the first-grade classrooms. As a recent graduate, 
Adriana holds an M.Ed. in Curriculum and Instruction and a B.S in Elementary Education. She is 
currently working on obtaining her initial teaching license in Massachusetts and her ultimate 
goal is to have her own classroom. In addition to teaching, Adriana's loves consist of being 
outside in nature, spending time with loved ones, baking deserts, and designing her dream 
apartment.  
 

   

 

 Adam Limoges is a Guest Teacher at The Learning Community. Adam was previously a 
member of our Education Fellow program, serving for two years with our English Language 
Development and Extended Day teams. Adam grew up in Smithfield, RI and studied criminal 
justice at Johnson & Wales University. Adam enjoys hanging out with friends and playing 
hockey.  
 
 
 

 

 Jess Artigliere is an artist and educator living in Providence, Rhode Island. She studied studio 
art at Providence College, graduating with a BA in 2017. In addition to her studio practice, Jess 
is also an active member of her arts community. During the 2017-8 school year, she served as 
an AmeriCorps artist in residence at Roger Williams Middle School, utilizing arts literacy and 
design thinking project-based learning to increase students' habits of engagement. She also 
teaches courses on art and activism at Providence CityArts for Youth and Artists' Exchange. 
Last year, she served as an Education Fellow and is looking forward to returning to work with 
students and their families at The Learning Community.  
 

 
 
 
 

 Ana Rodriguez is from Central Falls, Rhode Island. She is an alum from the Learning 
Community and is now currently attending Rhode Island College. She is majoring in 
Elementary/Special Education. She is excited to start working for AmeriCorps Program and 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ participate at The Learning Community Charter School. 



 

 

 

 

  
Haley DelGreco grew up in Connecticut and moved to Rhode Island for college. She graduated 
ŦǊƻƳ wƻƎŜǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ нлмуΦ [ŀǎǘ 
year she served as an Americorps Education Fellow at both the Learning Community and 
Martin Luther King Junior Elementary School in Providence. She is excited to join The Learning 
Community team this year as a Guest Teacher!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Moira Crocker- Guest Teacher bio coming soon. 

 

 
 

  
Courtney Cooke is thrilled to be joining the Learning Community team as a Guest Teacher. She 
has a Masters in Fine Arts, studying Physical and Devised Theatre from University of the 
Arts/Pig Iron School. Courtney has been teaching theatre for over 10 years, from Post-
Baccalaureate classes to Preschool Programs, in conjunction with her own work as an artist. 
Her own work in theatre focuses on strong characters, socio-political conditions and intricate 
storytelling, all which she incorporates into her classes. She currently teaching theatre around 
the state of Rhode Island during after school programs. She is excited to expand her teaching 
knowledge through working as a Guest Teacher, as well as guide the students to find their 
creative voices. In her free time, she walks her adopted dog Leroy Long Legs, finds time to 
spend with her nieces and enjoys a well written story. 

 

 
 

 

  
Kate Gasper is a Guest Teacher at The Learning Community. She is excited to be back after a 
wonderful year as an Education Fellow at The Learning Community, where she led reading 
groups tutoring students in language and literacy, and served on the lunch and recess team. 
Kate is from Providence, RI, and she went to Boston University, where she studied biology and 
philosophy. In her free time, Kate loves reading, gardening, and being outside.  

 
 

 

                        AmeriCorps Education Fellows 

 

 Our Education Fellows Program, supported by AmeriCorps, gives members an in-depth 
experience in the life of an urban public school and invests in them as emerging educators. 
Education Fellows play a variety of roles at The Learning Community that help to  close the 
achievement gap. Education Fellows make a targeted impact on cohorts of students and their 
dreams for their future. Fellows serve an 11 month term from August through June.  To view 
their bios please visit: https://thelearningcommunity.com/site/americorps-team-members/  

                                
 

https://thelearningcommunity.com/site/americorps-team-members/


 

 

                         AmeriCorps VISTA 
The Learning Community will host 5 AmeriCorps* VISTA members during the 2019-нл ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
year. Each VISTA will build capacity through systems & curriculum 
ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ϧ ǿŜƭƭƴŜǎǎΣ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΣ 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǊŜŎŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ 
strengthening partnerships with community art organizations and our partner schools. Our 
VISTA members play different capacity-building roles in our school community and see a lot of 
the behind-the-scenes work of making a school successful.  

   
 

Instructional Coach Team 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Gianna Cassetta is a coach at The Learning Community. She is the co-author of three 
Heinemann books, Classroom Management Matters: The Social and Emotional Learning 
Approach That Children Deserve, No More Taking Away Recess and Other Problematic 
Discipline Practices, and The Caring Teacher: Strategies for Working Through Your Own 
Difficulties with Students. Gianna also authored Literacy Centers: A Standards Based Approach 
for Grades 3 and Beyond and is featured in accompanying instructional videos on effective 
literacy practices, including Step into Guided Reading, for the New Zealand based Learning 
Media. She began her teaching career in 1992 in District 2 in New York City, where she 
developed expertise in workshop instruction and in balanced literacy. Her passion for 
education led her to co-found and lead public, charter conversion, and charter schools in 
Harlem, New York, and in Denver, Colorado. Gianna has been a teacher, coach, school leader 
and district level leader.  She currently works as a consultant and coach for multiple schools, 
districts and state offices and is working toward coaching certification in Emotional 
Intelligence. Gianna lives in MA with her husband and two sons, and her ever growing 

nonhuman family of dogs, cats, horses and chickens. 

 

 Josh Johnston is the Director of the Middle Grades, and he was one of the founding members 
of the middle grades team as an ELA teacher. WƻǎƘ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ in Elementary 
Education from Brown University's MAT program, and he also has a degree in history from 
Denison University. Josh loves reading, especially anything that has a picture of a dragon 
and/or a spaceship on the cover.  His favorite book is Maniac Magee, by Jerry Spinelli, because 
his fourth-grade teacher read it aloud to him. He lives in North Providence with his wife, Abby, 
his chaos-machine/toddler, Bronwyn, and an increasingly large number of plants. 

   

 

 
 

 

  
Mary Lebitz is the K-5 Instructional and Curriculum Coach at The Learning Community. Before 
joining the LC team, Mary was an elementary school teacher for twenty-five years, working in 
private, public, and public charter schools. She has spent the last seven years as an Academic 
Director at a charter school in Harlem, New York, where she was a founding faculty member of 
ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ aŀǊȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ .Φ!Φ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 
certification through Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York and her M.S. in Elementary 
Education at State University of New York, College of New Paltz. She spends much time 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƻǊŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ learning, values a great question at least as much, if 
not more, than a great answer, and enjoys learning from children as much as teaching them. 
She loves to travel, and plans return trips to destinations based on the people she has met 
there. 

   

   



 

 

 

 Amy Keeley is an Instructional Coach who brings over 16 years of teaching experience in 
grades K-8 with her to the Learning Community Team. She began her career in Connecticut 
teaching first grade and continued to teach elementary school in Massachusetts. She had first 
joined the Learning Community in 2010 as a Fifth Grade teacher. After two years she 
transitioned to the Reading Team working as a Reading Specialist. She left Learning 
Community in 2015 to become an instructional coach at Paul Cuffee Middle School and then 
continued her career as an Instructional Coach for Providence Public Schools. Amy is excited to 
rejoin the team at Learning Community as an Elementary Instructional Coach. She holds a 
Master in Teaching from Sacred Heart University as well as a CAGS with a focus in Reading 
from American International College. Amy also has her Reading Specialist/Literacy Consultant 
Certification. She enjoys reading, running and spending time with her husband and her two 
beautiful children. 

 

 

  
Ava Vanech is an Instructional Coach for Math in grades 5-8 and Director of Teaching and 
Learning, having previously been a 6th Grade Math Teacher and a member of our Academic 
Support Team. Prior to joining The Learning Community, Ava taught in Milton, Dorchester and 
Lawrence, Massachusetts, as well as schools in California. She worked as a mentor in Peru and 
as a preschool teacher in Chile. Ava received an MAT from Tufts University and also holds a 
degree in Sociology from Wesleyan University. Ava loves to spend time exploring the outdoors 
with her family and crazy dog. 
 
 

 
 

 
Finance Team 

   

 

 Kathy Army joined The Learning Community in 2008 as a Finance Assistant supporting the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ YŀǘƘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ 
including at Brown University, a day care center, and at her church. Kathy is the mother of three 
children and three grandchildren.  She enjoys gardening, reading, taking walks and camping 

 
 

 

  

 

 Tory Soutiere is the Director of Finance at The Learning Community.  She brings over a decade of 
experience in finance, fundraising and non-profit operations from Generations Incorporated, a 
Boston early literacy initiative, Fortunato Consulting, a fundraising consulting group, and the Girl 
Scouts of Vermont.  Tory is a proud Americorps State and VISTA alum, having served in the 
Boston Public Schools and Boys and Girls Clubs for 2 years after college. She has a BS in 
Psychology from Fordham University. When not at work she can be found herding her flock of 
pets and learning to play the guitar. She lives in Boston. 

   

 

 Wendy Interiano - Laredo is the AmeriCorps Program Coordinator at The Learning Community 
supporting our Education Fellows and VISTAs. Wendy is also part of the Finance Department as a 
Finance Assistant and part of the Extended Day Program as an Extended Day Office Manager. 
She has over 20 years of experience in financial and managerial administration specializing in 
personal and business taxation. When not at work, Wendy loves to garden, reading, hiking with 
her two sons, and walking on the beach. 



 

 

 
   
   

 

Development, Communications & Data Team 
   

 

 Derek Collamati brings his enthusiasm and energy to The Learning Community as the Director of 
Development.  For more than fifteen years, Derek has supported the philanthropic and strategic 
growth of a number of institutions, including parochial schools in RI and MA, arts centers and 
youth development organizations. He has served as a director of advancement and consultant, 
choosing to work with organizations impacting positive change for our most underrepresented 
communities. Derek is a graduate of Stonehill College and is an avid New England Patriots, Jeep 
Wrangler and classic rock fan. He enjoys tennis, golf, biking, jet skiing and time with his family. 

 
 

  

 

 Jeremy Giller is the Director of Data & Information Systems and was previously the director of 
development and the director of foundation relations at the school. Jeremy worked at a 
communications and strategy consulting firm in Providence that served clients in education, 
healthcare and public policy.  Jeremy was also the Director of the Providence HELP Lead Safe 
Center, a policy analyst for The Providence Plan, and a freelance writer and editor. He graduated 
from Brown University with a B.A. in public policy. Jeremy enjoys cooking, obsessing about the 
Red Sox, and spending time with his wife and children in and around Providence. 

 
 

  

 

 Sarah Kern is our Associate Director of Development. She spent nearly a decade in Los Angeles 
where she established her career in fundraising at TreePeople, LA's oldest environmental 
nonprofit. Sarah is thrilled to be back home in Rhode Island. She graduated from RISD's 
Illustration program, where she honed various mediums and engaged in a community arts 
practice. She went on to work with several local nonprofits planning fundraising events and 
music festivals. As a passionate and active member of her community, she strives to have a 
positive impact locally and globally. In her free time, Sarah enjoys getting outdoors, cooking up 
new recipes, and exploring the world through her son's eyes. 

 
 

 
Extended Day Team 

   

 

 

 
 

 
Rosy Debrito is the After-School Director at The Learning Community. She is a Rhode Island 
native whose family came from the Islands of Cape Verde.  She recently worked with children 
and their families in the Head Start program at Children's Friend. Rosy holds a degree in Human 
Development and Family Studies from the University of Rhode Island.  Rosy enjoys working with 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ wƻǎȅΩǎ ǎǇŀǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ 
with her daughter Zoey and traveling. "The beauty of the world lies in the diversity of its people" 
- Unknown 

   



 

 

 

 Maribel Morales is the After-School Program Coordinator at The Learning Community. She 
joined our community last year as a youth worker for our Extended Day and Middle Grades 
lunch team. Maribel graduated from Rhode Island College with a B.A. in English. She is 
passionate about helping her community and the children that are part of her life. She has lived 
in Central Falls most of her life since she came from Guatemala, she is fluent in Spanish. During 
her free time she enjoys cooking, listening to music, dancing and spending time with her 
daughter and husband.  

 
The Extended Day Team includes many community providers and a core team that includes: Betsy Araujo, Helder Cabral, 

Alisia DeWolf, Tiffany DosReis, Ivan Espinal, Stacy Goncalves, Wendy Interiano,  Jhenny Lizardo, Jess Miguel, Oluwatobi 

Olagundoye, Leonardo Ribeiro 
 
 

Facilities Team 
 
 
 

 

 Miguel Calderon ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ǘŜŀƳΦ  IŜ Ƙŀǎ он ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƭƻƻǊ ǘŜŎƘΦ  
He enjoys being at the learning community.  He takes pride in his work and is committed to 
keeping the school clean and vibrant.  He enjoys spending time with his grandchildren Milley, 
Yolanny and Kloe. 

 

 

 Ed Reis is the Maintenance Assistant at The Learning Community. Ed joined our team with over 
35 years of experience in various departments at a manufacturer of furniture upholstery.  Ed was 
born in the Azores and came to Rhode Island when he was 12.  He likes to read, fish, play tennis 
and visit historical sites.  Ed lives in Cumberland.  

 
Administrative Team 

 

 

 Nicole Bathalon-McAree joins the team as the AmeriCorps Program Director. She is coming to 
The Learning Community with 8 years of experience being and working with AmeriCorps 
members, with both City Year New Hampshire and City Year Providence. At City Year, Nicole 
was responsible for managing a school partnership and many AmeriCorps members, 
supporting their learning and development and their tutoring and mentoring work with their 
students.  Prior to City Year Nicole served an AmeriCorps term with the AmeriCorps Victim 
Assistance Program in Durham, New Hampshire, providing college students, faculty and staff 
resources and support around the issue of domestic violence and sexual assault. Nicole earned 
her BA in Human Service from Lyndon State College. 

   



 

 

 

 

  
Julie Berglund is an Administrative Assistant at The Learning Community. Julie has over 10 years of 
experience working in non-profits as a victim advocate, as well as in administrative roles. In her most 
recent position, she was the Program Manager of Victim Services foǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀǳƳŀΣ [ƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Services Department at Family Service of RI.  She provided administrative support to the Senior Vice 
President and its clinical staff, overseeing the victim service programs and grants and was the Project 
Coordinator for the RI State Victim Assistance Academy, a nationally accredited training held annually for 
providers in the field of victim services, coordinated in collaboration with Roger Williams University, 
School of Justice Studies. She was also the Victim Advocate for the RI Parole Board, assisting victims of 
crime through the parole process. Previously, Julie was a victim advocate at a local domestic violence 
agency providing crisis support, safety planning as well as managing the drop-in center.  

 

 María DuqueΣ ŀ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀΣ ƛǎ ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΦ 
Maria served as the Executive Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of the Central 
Falls Public Schools.  She also spent over six years as the assistant to the Executive Director of 
Progreso Latino in Central Falls. 

   

 

 Mindy Farrow is an Administrative Manager at The Learning Community, providing support to 
the school's Co-Directors.  Mindy has most recently worked in Operations and Marketing in the 
software services industry. She also brings experience working with children as a nanny and 
teacher assistant at child care centers in Massachusetts.  Mindy holds a degree in business 
administration from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and is a certified infant/ 
toddler teacher. Mindy lives in Massachusetts with her husband and two children. She enjoys 
cooking, exercising, and spending time with family and friends. 

 

 Carol Ferris is an Administrative Manager at The Learning Community, providing support to the 
Director of Teaching and Learning, bringing her enthusiasm and years of experience in systems 
development and administration. Carol has worked in a number of administrative roles 
including human resources, office management, payroll, operations and customer service in 
fields including health care, automotive and manufacturing. In her free time she loves to spend 
time with family, running, working in her yard and doing just about anything outdoors! 

 

 Sarah Friedman is a Co-Director of The Learning Community.  Sarah was the director of the 
Mental Health and Wellness Initiative at Hope and Feinstein High Schools in Providence, 
systematizing a model of student support with Family Service of RI. As the Associate Director 
of Teaching for Tomorrow, Sarah began a successful model of family engagement in six 
Providence elementary schools. She holds a degree in American Civilization from Brown 
University.  In her free time, Sarah enjoys painting, running and reading.  She also traveled 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜΗ {ŀǊŀƘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
education and that all parents have the right to be a part ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 



 

 

 

 Luisa Jeetan is an Administrative Assistant at The Learning Community helping to keep the 
busy main office running smoothly. Luisa previously provided administrative support at several 
professional staffing agencies and also served as a manager at a manufacturing company. Luisa 
has extensive experience in office operations and interacting with employees, vendors, clients 
and the public. Luisa is a Learning Community parent, and she is fluent in Spanish. 

 

 Alin Bennett is the new Director of School Culture and Engagement.  Alin Bennett is an educator, school 
leader, and learner who is a staunch advocate for national school transformation and creating an 
equitable education system. Alin began his journey in education by supporting the curriculum work at the 
Skerton Community School in Lancaster, United Kingdom.  It was during this time that Alin was first 
exposed to an open-walled, socially embedded learning environment. After returning home to Rhode 
Island, Alin began his work with The Met School and Big Picture Learning. Through his work with these 
two organizations, Alin has been able to continuously grow practices that reflect and grow a learner-
centered environment.  Alin currently collaborates with several organizations that push the traditional 
paradigm of education including; the Center for Leadership and Educational Equity, Education 
Reimagined, and the Rhode Island Coalition for Educators of Color.  Alin is extremely excited to begin his 
work with The Learning Community by exploring and growing the intersection between school culture 
and engagement in learning.  

 
 

 

 Melissa Lanni is an administrative Assistant at The Learning Community. Melissa has worked at 
providing administrative support for over 15 years in the fast-paced finance and health care 
industries. Melissa held an Emergency Medical Technician license and now uses those medical 
skills to rescue and rehabilitate animals in her off time. Melissa enjoys reading, spending time 
with her husband and animals, and watching soccer. Melissa's goal in life is to spread kindness 
and compassion and to always be there for someone in need of a helping hand. 

 
 

 Elizabeth Merchán is an Administrative Assistant at The Learning Community helping the main 
office run smoothly. Elizabeth has worked for over 10 years providing administrative support 
to a busy insurance agency in Providence and directly serving clients.  She is a student at the 
Community College of RI and a graduate of the Providence public schools. When not at work or 
at school Elizabeth enjoys salsa dancing, spending time with family, cooking and helping 
others. Elizabeth is fluent in Spanish. 
 
 

 

 aŜƎ hΩ[ŜŀǊȅ is Co-Director of The Learning Community. Meg was director of the Olneyville 
Community-Schools Initiative and has extensive experience working with schools and 
community-based organizations. Meg directed Teaching for Tomorrow, an innovative 
professional development program with the Providence public schools and was director of the 
SCOPE initiative in Central Falls. She believes that children from every economic and cultural 
background deserve an excellent education and that professional development schools are 
one way to achieve high quality. Meg holds a degree in Elementary Education from the 
University of Rhode Island. 



 

 

 

 
 

  
Lindsay Correia is a High School Coordinator and joined our team in 2004. She was born in 
Guatemala but has lived in the U.S. for most of her life. She speaks Spanish fluently and is one 
of the few bilingual speech-ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǇŀǘƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 
ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 5ƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ .ƻǎǘƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¦wLΦ 
As a consultant, she has worked at Rhode Island Hospital, the Autism Project, and various 
public schools in the Washington, DC area. In her spare time, she enjoys traveling, going to the 
beach, and spending time with her family and friends. 

 

 Ana Soares is the Director of Operations at The Learning Community. Ana is excited to return 
ǘƻ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ CŀƭƭǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ   Lǘ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ 
that she spent 12 years engaging the youth and families of the community in several 
capacities.  Prior to her work in Central Falls, she managed after school enrichment programs 
in Providence.  She is an AmeriCorps Alumni, serving two years with the city of Pawtucket and 
Providence. Ana studied Human Development and Family Studies at the University of Rhode 
Island and when she does have a moment to spare, she enjoys time with her friends/family 
and her dachshund Thai. She loves hunting for vintage/antiques of all kinds and selling her 
finds at the Providence Flea.  

 

 

 Guillermo Lopez is the IT/Systems Administrator at The Learning Community.  Guillermo has 
over 10 years of experience in the IT services industry.  Guillermo grew up in the West End of 
Providence and still continues to live there.  He is an active supporter of the local arts 
organizations and social justice programs that continue to transform the city of Providence. 
Guillermo is a hobbyist photographŜǊ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƳŜŀƴ ǎŜƭŦƛŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƻƭ Ŏŀǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ǊǳƳƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǳǇ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜΦ    
  

   

 
 
 


